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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  AND  MORTAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  1923  and  1924. 


Area  of  Borough  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  ...  5,020  acres 

(including  589  acres  covered  with  water) 

1923  1924 

Populahon  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for 

1923,  own  for  1924)  ...  ...  95,490  ...  96,727 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  ...  ...  19.0  ...  19.26 


Dwelling  Houses  (estimated) 

... 

15,850 

Average  number  of  occupants  per  Dwelling- 
house 

5.98 

New  Dwelling  Houses  rated  (Less 
Llouses  pulled  down) 

Old 

203 

Births  (nett) 

No. 

Rate 

2,102 

22.01 

Deaths  (corrected  for  Non-Residents) 

No. 

Rate 

1,020 

10.68 

Infant  Deaths  (Do.)  . No. 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 

136 

64.7 

Total  Zymotic  Death  Rate  (including 
culosis)  per  1,000  per  annum 

Tuber- 

2.42 

Death  Rate  from  7 principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

.96 

16,064 


5.97 


214 

2,038 

21.54 

I, 089 

II. 26 

151 

72.4 


1.98 

.24 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OP  NEWPORT. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

TOWN  HALL,  NEWPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1924.  It  is  made 
m accordance  with  the  Memorandum  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  in  June,  1924,  was 
96,727,  an  increase  of  1,237  over  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
the  population  for  1923 — which  was  considered  too  low.  The  males 
were  estimated  to  number  48,401  and  the  females  48,326.  The  Births 
exceeded  the  deaths  by  994.  Since  the  census,  the  estimated  increa.^e 
of  population  has  been  3.027.  But  the  increase  has  not  been  equally 
distributed  throughout  the  town.  It  is  calculated  that  there  were 
1,887  more  persons  in  Lliswerry  Ward  than  at  the  time  of  the  census, 
431  in  Caerau  Ward,  and  356  in  St.  Julians  Ward,  whilst  there  were 
43  fewer  in  St.  Woolos  Ward. 
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The  greatest  density  of  population  was  in  Tredegar  Ward  102./ J 
persons  per  acre,  and  Victoria  with  53.64.  The  lowest  Lhswerry, 
8.52,  and  Alexandra  with  9.16.  The  average  number  of  persons  per 
house  was  greatest  in  Alexandra,  7.99  and  Central,  7.65,  and  lowest 
in  St.  Julians,  5.03  and  Maindee  5.05. 

7 /ie  .F/iysical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District  have 
been  referred  to  in  previous  reports. 


Chief  Occupation  of  the  Inhabitants. 


The  special  industries  of  the  town  are  Shipping,  Ship-repairing, 
Sea-faring,  Steel  works  (including  Galvanised  sheet  manufacturing), 
Weldless  Steel  Tube  making.  Malleable  Iron  industries.  Nail  making. 
Wire  works.  General  and  Marine  Engineering  works.  Chemical  works, 
Glass  manufacturing  and  Brick  making.  Patent  Fuel  works,  Timber 
yards,  Wood  Pickling  works,  and  Flour  mills. 

Births. 


The  nett  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  1924 
was  2,083  (1,078  boys  and  1,005  girls),  and  the  birth  rate  was  21.54 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  an  average  of  22.60  during 
the  five  years  1914-18,  and  with  24.06  during  the  quinquennial  period 
1919-23.  The  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  during  1924  was  18. S, 
and  in  the  105  Great  Towns  19.3.  The  Newport  figures  for  the  last 
eight  years  are  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Total  Births  Registered 

Illegitimate 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

No. 

%of 

Total 

Births 

1917 

982 

856 

1784 

19.35 

59 

3.3 

1918 

946 

890 

1836 

20.11 

80 

4.3 

1919 

1058 

953 

2011 

22.12 

77 

3.8 

1920 

1328 

1297 

2625 

28.93 

75 

2.8 

1921 

1197 

1165 

2362 

25.21 

61 

2.6 

1922 

1097 

1007 

2104 

22.18 

70 

3.3 

1923 

1056 

1046 

2102 

22.01 

64 

3.0 

1924 

1078 

1005 

2083 

21.54 

43 

2.1 

The  illegitimate  Irrths  have  been  somewhat  higher  than  they  were 
pre-war  (3.6  in  1913,  2.2  in  1914,  and  2.4  in  1915);  the  1924  figures 
.show  a marked  decrease  over  the  previous  years. 
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Notii'ication  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915. 

The  number  of  live  births  that  actually  occurred  in  the  town 
during  the  calendar  year  1924,  was  2,092.  All  but  25  were  duly 
“notified,”  i.e.,  98.8  per  cent.  This  high  percentage  has  been  secured 
without  a single  prosecution  for  breaches  of  the  Act.  The  still  births 
notified  numbered  95,  plus  15  miscarriages.  The  figures  for  the  years 
1918-1924  are  as  follows. 


1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Births  Notified  and  Registered 

1732 

1990 

2595 

2331 

2078 

2090 

2067 

„ Registered  but  not  Notified... 

49 

41 

85 

60 

49 

33 

25 

„ Notified  but  not  Registered... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total  Live  Births  ... 

1781 

2031 

2681 

2391 

2127 

2124 

2092 

Still  Births  Notified  

47 

99 

96 

90 

106 

89 

95 

Miscarriages  

7 

10 

8 

3 

4 

23 

15 

Twin  Births  (No.  of  Children) 

58 

58 

70* 

38* 

48 

40 

54 

(*plus  3 Triplets) 


The  live  births  notified  by  midwives  were  1897;  by  doctors,  parents 
and  others,  170. 

Infant  Mortality. 

151  infants  died  before  reaching  12  months  of  age,  which  is  in  the 
proportion  of  72.4  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  64.7  in  1923,  and 
with  73.9  and  87.0  during  the  past  5 years  and  10  years,  respectively. 
In  England  and  Wales  the  rate  during  1924  was  75,  and  in  the  105 
Great  Towns  80.  The  chief  causes  of  death  and  their  variation  from 
year  to*  year  will  be  seen  in  the  table  on  next  page. 

The  1922  Annual  Report  included  a chart  which  showed  graphi- 
cally the  enormous  decrease  in  the  Infantile  death  rate  in  Newport 
during  the  last  20  years.  In  1904  it  was  152.9,  since  then  it  has 
steadily  decreased  to  63.7  in  1922,  which  was  the  lowest  year  on  record. 

The  figures  for  1924  w'ere  not  so  good  as  those  for  1922,  the 
chief  increase  was  due  to  deaths  from  wasting  disease  and  prematurity 
most  of  them  under  one  month  of  age.  There  were  more  deaths  also 
from  Respiratory  diseases  during  1924.  There  were  10  (6.6  per  cent.) 
inquests,  on  infant  deaths  in  1924,  the  highest  rate  since  1912. 

Age  at  Death. 

Tlie  proportion  of  infants  who  died  under  one  month  of  age 
(38.4  per  1,000  births)  was  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  previous 
ten  years  (36.3),  but  there  was  a marked  improvement  from  1 to  3 
months,  6 to  9 months,  and  9 to  12  months  of  age,  compared  with  the 
average  for  the  above  period. 

A progressive  policy  in  Ante-Natal  work  is  the  most  promising 
method  of  preventing  the  loss  of  life  and  physical  disabilities  during 
the  first  months  of  life. 


Causes  of  deaths  of  Infants  from  various  groups  of  diseases. 
Table  shows  percentage  to  total  Infant  Deaths. 
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The  death  rate  from  Diarrhoeal  diseases  iluctuates  from  year  lo 
year.  During  the  hot  and  comparatively  dry  Summer  of  1921,  the 
deaths  were  higher  than  they  have  been  during  the  last  10  years. 
During  1924  the  Diarrhoea  death  rate  was  below  the  average  for  the 
last  10  years.  Only  6 of  the  151  deaths  were  due  to  Diarrhoea. 

Mortality  among  illegitimate  children. — Of  the  43  infants  born  out 
of  wedlock  only  3 died.  The  death  rate  was  69.8  per  1,000  of  such 
births.,  a rate  below  that  of  infants  born  in  wedlock,  compared  wich 

187.5  in  1923,  114.3  in  1922,  163.9  in  1921,  120  in  1920,  116.8  in  1919, 

87.5  in  1918,  152.5  in  1917,  and  356.1  in  1916.  The  causes  of  death 
in  1924  were  as  follows  : — Syphilis,  1 ; Broncho  Pneumonia,  1 ; lack 
of  attention  at  birth,  1.  The  above  rate  was  by  far  the  lowest  on 
record. 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition. 

3 mothers  died  from  “Diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and 
parturition,”  i.e.,  1.44  per  1,000  births.  All  of  these  were  due  to 
Puerperal  Fever.  Not  since  1904  has  so  low  a Maternal  Death  rare 
been  recorded.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  wa-^ 
3.70.  6 cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  w'ere  notified,  and  although  3 

recovered,  an  unusually  large  proportion,  the  disease  generally  leads  to 
more  or  less  chronic  invalidity. 

All  the  cases  occurred  among  those  primarily  under  the  charge 
of  midwives,  but  in  3 of  these  a doctor  was  called  in  at  the  birch 
owing  to  abnormality  in  labour. 

Deplorable  conditions  of  overcrowding  exist  in  a large  number 
of  houses  in  which  births  occur.  These  conditions  deprive  mothers 
of  that  privacy  which  is  due  to  them,  and  they  must  also  seriously 
affect  their  chances  of  a normal  recovery. 

SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

There  were  45  on  the  Register  during  1924,  6 gave  up  practice  in 
the  town  and  10  new  names  were  added. 

The  births,  including  abortions,  etc.,  attended  by  midwives  alone 
were  1.052,  or  47.8  per  cent,  of  total  births,  compared  with  43.5  in 
1923,  45.3  in  1922,  42  in  1921,  42.3  in  1920,  54.5  in  1914,  and  65.2  in 
1909.  The  proportion  of  such  cases  had  gradually  diminished  since 
1909  untd  the  present  year. 

The  gross  live  births  during  1924  were  2,092,  there  were  in 
addition  95  still  births,  and  15  miscarriages  were  reported.  1,900 
births  were  attended  by  registered  midwives,  butjn  376  of  these  cases 
medical  practitioners  were  also  engaged,  and  in  472  cases  doctors  were 
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sent  for.  The  average  number  of  cases  per  midwife  was  42.2.  Only 
6 midwives  in  private  practice  attended  over  a 100  cases  each,  and  only 
8 others  attended  over  50  each.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no 
scarcity  in  respect  to  the  number  of  midwives  in  the  town.  There 
were  39  trained  and  6 untrained  midwives  in  practice  in  1924.  24 

midwives  were  wholly  dependent  upon  their  practice  for  a living , 
12  were  part!}'  dependent,  and  9 were  non-dependent. 

The  Official  records  of  sending  for  medical  help,  received  from 
Midwives,  were  as  follows  : — 

Cases 

For  the  mother — before  labour  ...  29 

For  the  mother — during  labour  ...  270 

For  the  mother — during  puerperium  ...  29 

328 

For  the  child  ...  ...  ...  144 


Total  472  cases 


A greater  supervision  of  their  patients  by  midwives  during 
pregnancy  is  very  necessary.  The  fact  that  they  sent  for  medical  men 
in  only  29  cases  before  labour — 12  of  which  were  miscarriages — paints 
to  lack  of  close  supervision  during  the  months  of  pregnancy,  when 
much  can  be  done  to  obviate  the  accidents  and  complications  of  labour. 

The  fees  paid  to  midwives  should  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  such 
supervision. 

Breaches  of  the  C.M.B.  Rules  and  Public  Health  Regulations. 

28  breaches  of  the  above  rules,  were  discovered ; they  were  : — 

Failing  to  forward  record  of  advising  Medical  help  ...  9 

Failing  to  advise  Medical  help  (for  mother)  ...  ...  1 

Failing  to  advise  Medical  help  (for  eyes)  ...  ...  2 

Failing  to  notify  intention  to  Practice  ...  ...  j 

Negligence  ...  ...  ... 

Delay  in  sending  records  ...  ...  ...  ...  '/ 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Failing  to  notify  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  1 

18  midwives  were  cautioned  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Flealth. 


lo 

There  was  a decided  improvement  in  the  Midwives’  Register  books 
compared  with  previous  years. 

124  visits  were  paid  to  midwives,  by  Miss  Willey,  the  Inspector  of 
Mid  wives,  and  to  the  homes  of  mid  wives. 

Monthly  meetings  of  midwives,  were  held  througout  the  year  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  lectures  or  discussing  matters  of  interest,  and 
improved  methods  of  practice,  and  the  importance  of  the  supervision  of 
the  expectant  mother,  especially  in  reference  to  the  co-operation  of  the 
midwife  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. 

Infectious  Diseases  in  Midwives’  Homes  or  Practice. 

No  cases  occurred  in  Midwives’  homes. 

The  cases  occurring  in  Midwives’  practice  \^ere  — Puerperal 
Fever  6;  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  6;  Inflamed  Eyes,  27;  Scarlet 
Fever,  1 ; Measles,  2.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  spread 
of  infection. 

Notification  of  Still  Births. 

95  still  births  occurred — which  gives  a proportion  of  4.61  per  100 
live  births,  compared  with  4.33  the  average  for  the  previous  10  years, 
and  with  4.23  in  1923,  5.04  in  1922,  3.77  in  1921,  3.66  in  1920,  5.0  in 
1919,  2.6  in  1918,  4.8  in  1917,  4.1  in  1916,  4.6  in  1915,  5.7  in  1914, 
4.5  in  1913,  4.4  in  1912  and  4.9  in  1911.  Among  Cases  where  a mid- 
wife only  was  in  attendance  the  percentage  of  still  births  was  2.5 
The  causes  of  still  birth  in  73  cases,  according  to  midwives  records, 
were  : — Premature  or  twin  birth  16,  Placenta  Proevia  or  Ante-partum 
Haemorrhage  5,  difficult  labour  16,  unknown  36  (of  which  26  were 
macerated. 

The  supervision  which  has  been  exercised  over  the  methods  of 
piactice  of  the  midwives  in  the  town  for  many  years  has  undoubtedly 
greatly  improved  the  maternity  work  in  the  town  generally. 

Enquiries  made  at  the  Cemeteries  re  number  of  still  born  babies 
buried  during  the  year  shewed  that  there  were  95  buried,  agreeing  with 
the  number  notified. 

Still  Births  : Ward  Statistics  during  the  Years  1919-1923  & 1924 

The  former  are  in  brackets.  Alexandra  (3.0)  2.4,  Caerau  (3.0) 
2.6;  Central  (4.8)  3.2;  Crindau  (5.0)  7.2;  St.  Julians  (3.2)  4.3; 
Lliswerry  (5.1)  4.3,  Maindee  (5.2)  8.2  Tredegar  (3.6)  5.3,  St.  Woollos 
(6.0)  8.0,  Victoria  (5.1)  4.3. 
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ANTE-NATAL  HYGIENE. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  this  subject  is  receiving  greater 
attention  by  Expectant  Mothers  and  Midwives.  No  less  than  433 
ILxpectant  Mothers  were  under  the  observation  of  the  Staff.  During 
1919  and  1918  the  figures  were  395  and  346,  respectively,  and  in  192? 
and  1923  428  and  467. 

These  expectant  mothers  were  distributed  among  the  districts 
served  by  the  Centres  as  follows  : Crindau  61,  Central  131,  Alexandra 
79,  Maindee  66,  Llisweriy  96. 

I’his  work  has  not  received  due  attention  in  the  training  of  the 
Midwife  so  far.  There  is  room  for  great  improvement  in  this 
direction. 

196  new  Expectant  Mothers  were  members  of  the  Centres  in 
addition  to  SO  counted  last  year  j those  requiring  medical  advice  were 
referred  to  their  own  doctors,  or  they  attended  at  the  Clinic.  419 
visits  were  paid  to  Expectant  Mothers  at  their  homes.  The  work  at 
tne  Centres  includes  attendances  at  lectures,  personal  talks,  medical 
advice,  and  instruction  in  infant  hygiene  generally. 

17  necessitous  cases  among  Expectant  Mothers  were  provided  with 
milk  for  varying  periods  according  to  their  circumstances. 


MATERNITY  WELFARE. 


Several  complicated  labour  cases 
Gwent  Hospital  for  special  treatment, 
which  8 were  still  born. 


were  admitted  into  the  Royal 
14  births  occurred  there,  of 


birt  Homes  in  the  town.  A few 

ths  also  took  place  at  the  residences  of  midwives.  186  births 

Authority,  and  be'subject  to"  ll^ction 


contribute  towards  the  expenses  according  to  S finf 

Maternity  HomTchtringTe  yiar  ‘ The  Cor  t' 

lor  the  a., ore  of  whichittou^ronly^^l^^r 


12 


In  previous  reports  attention  has  l>een  drawn  to  the  Maternity 
benefit  under  the  Insurance  Act.  M.  & C.  W.  Committees  are  con- 
cerned with  Ante-Natal  work — feeding  of  mothers  and  infants  in  case 
of  necessity,  also  payment  of  medical  fees  when  medical  men  are 
called  in  by  midwives.  A revision  of  the  arrangement  is  desirable, 
in  order  to  ensure  a better  oo-operation  among  the  various  parties 
concerned  with  the  work.  Under  the  Insurance  Act,  there  is  no 
provision  for  ensuring  that  the  money  is  spent  upon  essential  services, 
etc.,  before,  during  or  after  childbirth. 

The  fees  paid  to  Doctors  called  in  by  Midwives  in  cases  of 
emergency  amounted  in  1924  to  £237  14s.  Od.  for  130  patients.  34 
of  these  cases  were  necessitous ; the  amount  recovered  from  the  other 
cases  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  was  £13  4s.  6d.  The  fees  paid  to 
doctors  for  emergency  cases  under  Section  14  of  the  Midwives’  Act 
of  1918  is  rapidly  increasing. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Benner,  there  are  5 Health  Visitors  and  1 Clinic 
Nurse.  There  are  also  3 whole  time  lay  assistants  at  the  Clinic,  Office 
and  Centres ; and  1 part-time  play-room  assistant  at  the  latter. 

The  work  at  the  Clinic  is  dealt  with  in  Dr.  Benner’s  Report. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  to  homes  paid  by  the 
Health  Visitors  during  the  year  : — 


MOTHERS 

CHILDREN 

Visits  & Re-visits 

Visits  & Re-visits 

1923  1 1924 

1923  1 1924 

To— 

Centre  Mothers 

Other  Mothers 

Centre  Expectant 
Mothers 

Other  do. 

149 

262 

134 

373 

143 

241 

90 

359 

To— 

Centre  Infants 

Other  ,, 

Centre  Children  1-5  yrs. 
Other  ,,  ,, 

Infectious  Diseases,  etc. 

115 

5206 

225 

3064 

2452 

44 

4651 

191 

2813 

394 

Total 

918 

833 

Total 

11062 

8093 

1923. 

Attempted  Visits  (Mothers  out)  ...  1,290 

Total  Visits,  including  Re-visits  and 

Attempted  Visits  ...  ...  13,270 

The  increase  in  the  work  clone  at  the  Centres,  and  the  time  taken 
up  at  Mothercraft  Classes  at  St.  Woolos,  Maindee  and  Crindau 
Schools,  etc.,  resulted  in  a reduction  in  the  total  visits  paid  at  the 
homes. 


1924 

1,112 

10,038 
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Children  1 to  5 Years  of  Age. 

3,004  of  such  children  received  attention,  1,147  of  these 
medically  examined  at  the  Clinic  and  Centres,  compared  with  924 
during  1923.  The  total  Medical  Examinations  at  the  Centres  and 
Clinic  were  7,587,  which  amounts  to  an  average  of  146  per  week. 


Creches. 

There  are  no  such  institutions  in  Newport  now. 


Infant  Feeding. 

2,060  infants  were  visited  during  1924  out  of  a total  of  2,187 
births  (including  Still  births). 


The  results  of  the  usual  enquiries  in  respect  to  methods  of  feeding 
during  the  first  weeks  of  life  were  as  follows  : — 


1924. 

1923. 

1922. 

1921. 

1920. 

cent. 

1919. 

1918. 

1917. 

Breast  milk  only — ^per  cent 
Breast  milk  plus  Artificial 

83.0 

87.3 

88.5 

86.1 

81.8 

84.2 

83.3 

86.9 

Food  or  Cow’s  Milk 

5.3 

3.9 

3.1 

4.1 

6.1 

5.7 

6.8 

6.8 

Wholly  or  partly  Breast 

Food  

88.3 

91.2 

91.6 

90.2 

87.9 

89.9 

90.1 

93.7 

Artificial  Food  only 

Too  weak  to  take  nourish- 

9.5 

7.3 

6.6 

8. 

9.9 

9.5 

9.1 

6.3 

ment  

2.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.7 

.6 

.9 

Infant  Mortality  and  Infant  Feeding. 

Enquiries  were  made  in  reference  to  124  deaths  under  6 months 
of  age. 

In  3 of  the  deaths  the  mode  of  feeding  could  not  be  ascertained, 
and  in  46  others  the  infants  were  too  feeble  to  take  proper  nourishment 


The  total  infantile  rate  under  six  months  per  1,000  births  per  six 
months  was  119,  compared  with  98  in  1923,  92.2  in  1922,  124.5  in  1921, 
118.8  in  1920,  128.3  in  1919,  138.3  in  1918,  123.7  in  1917  and  155.8  in 
1916. 

The  analysis  of  Enquiries  at  the  end  of  6 months  in  reference  to 
1,668  infants  showed  that  61.4  per  cent  of  them  were  still  breast  fed 
compared  with  60.8  per  cent.,  72.2  per  cent.,  64.7  per  cent.,  65.2  per 
cent.,  63.7  per  cent.,  64.9  per  cent.,  62.4  per  cent.,  and  65.0  per  cent, 
during  the  years  1916-1923,  respectively. 
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Artificial  Feeding. 

I'he  reasons  given  for  the  artificial  feeding  of  infants  at  the  time 
of  the  first  visit  were  as  follows  : — 

On  Doctor’s  advice,  26;  Insufiicient  or  no  Milk,  88;  Ill-health  of 
Mother,  35;  Breast  trouble,  13;  Death  of  Mother,  2;  Illegitimacy,  4; 
“Baby  too  weak  to  suck,”  7;  Cleft  palate,  etc.,  2;  No  desire  to  breast 
feed,  5 ; other  causes,  7;  Total,  189. 

Bottles  Used. 

Information  was  obtained  at  the  end  of  6 rnonth-s  in  567  cases 
as  to  the  type  of  feeding  bottles  used  for  artificial  feeding.  The 
results  were  as  follows — Boatshaped  bottles,  511  (90  per  cent.);  Long 
tube  bottles,  6 (1.1  per  cent);  both  5 (1.0  per  cent.);  Spoon  or  Cup, 
40  (7.0  per  cent.). 

Persistent  education  of  mothers  in  reference  to  the  dangers  of  the 
long  tube  bottles  has  given  very  encouraging  results.  The  Health 
Visitors  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  success  of  their  efforts  in 
this  direction.  Many  lives  have  been  thus  saved. 

Dummy  Teats. 

626  or  37.5  per  cent,  of  the  1,668  infants  visited  at  6 months  of 
age  were  using  comforters  provided  by  their  mothers.  There  is  still 
no  improvement — in  fact  it  would  appear  from  the  information 
obtained  annually  that  this  evil  practice  is  increasing  in  spite  of  all 
efforts  of  the  Health  Visitors  to  persuade  mothers  to  desist  from  the 
practice. 

Clothing. 


Enquiries  were  made  in  reference  to  the  clothing  of  2,118  infants 
with  the  following  results  : — 


1924. 

1923. 

1922 

1921. 

1920 

Flannel  and  Calico 

61.8% 

60.3% 

53  % 

57  % 

49.5% 

Flannel  and  Flannelette 

3.9% 

1.8% 

1.7% 

2.2% 

2.6% 

Flannel,  Calico  and 
Flanelette 

27.9% 

32.9% 

33.7% 

33.9% 

43.1% 

Flannelette  and  Calico 

4.6% 

3.9% 

5.4% 

3.2% 

3.9% 

Flannelette 

.6% 

• 1% 

2.0% 

.7% 

.5% 

Calico 

•1% 

.1% 

.0% 

1.2% 

.1% 

Cotton  Wool 

.0% 

.1'% 

•0% 

.0% 

.4% 

Flannel  only 

•4% 

•7% 

1.2% 

1.0% 

.0% 

1$ 


Inflamed  Eyes  of  Newly  Born. 

45  cases  were  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Only  9 of  these 
were  notified  as  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  31  of  the  cases  were  of  a 
mild  character,  whilst  14  were  severe  with  profuse  discnarge.  11  of 
the  mild  cases  received  no  medical  treatment.  All  of  the  cases  weie 
followed  up  until  they  recovered. 

Enquiries  were  made  later  for  evidence  of  permanent  injuries  to 
the  eyes,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Loss  of  vision,  1 (infant  died  afterwards)  ; impaired  vision,  2 ; 
“weak”  eyes  with  recurrent  discharge,  4 ; left  the  town,  1 ; no  apparent 
injury  to  eyes,  37. 


IMidwives’  Cases — 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Doctor  called  in  before  10  days 

11 

21 

■ 18 

16 

15 

14 

Doctor  called  in  after  Midwife  left  5 

5 

4 

5 

5 

8 

No  Medical  Treatment 

10 

15 

11 

15 

17 

11 

Total  Midwives’  Cases 

36 

41 

33 

36 

37 

33 

Doctor’s  Cases  (engaged  for 
Confinement) 

10 

13 

30 

14 

17 

12 

Total  Cases 

46 

54 

63 

50 

54 

45 

7 of  the  notified  cases  attended  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  for  treat- 
ment (3  of  them  as.  In-Patients).  27  of  the  other  cases  were  treated 
by  their  own  medical  Attendants. 


The  cases  notified  per  1,000  births  were  4.3. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  admission  of  cases  of 
Ophthalmia,  and  the  mothers  if  necessary,  into  Alltyryn  Hospital, 
where  the  cases  cannot  be  successfully  treated  otherwise,  as  25  per 
cent,  of  the  cases  of  Blindness  in  the  past  have  been  attributed  to 
infection  of  the  infants  eyes  by  Gonorrhoea. 

Experience  has  shown  the  importance  of  early  visits  by  the  Health 
Visitor  in  order  to  secure  prompt  Hospital  treatment  in  severe  cases, 
as  the  only  hope  of  .success  lies  in  the  application  of  intensive  treat- 
ment as  soon  as  possible. 

If  the  practice  recommended  by  some  authorities  of  postponing 
visitation  of  homes  until  the  midwife  had  ceased  visiting  were  adopted, 
serious  results  might  follow,  in  the  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
in  particular.  This  applies  to  other  conditions,  also,  such  as  inability 
to  carry  on  breast  feeding  from  lack  of  food,  etc. 
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Extension  of  this  work  in  the  following  directions  is 
very  desirable  : — 

i  There  is  undoubtedly  need  for  Home  Helps  in  a large  number 
of  cases  during  the  lying-in  period,  and  even  before  that  in 
some  cases  of  ill-health. 

ii  Better  training  of  Midwives  in  Ante-N-atal  Hygiene. 

iii  Dental  Assistance  for  mothers  and  young  children. 

iv  Observation  beds  for  infants  and  young  children — especially 

those  suffering  from  defective  nutrition  and  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea. 

V Extension  of  the  work  of  the  periodical  visitation  and  super- 
vision of  children  up  to  School  age. 

vi  Extension  of  the  work  of  Home  Nursing  during  periods  of 

excessive  sickness. 

vii  Maternity  Beds  for  complicated  cases. 

The  following  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Orthopaedic  treatment 
was  considered  and  approved  of  by  the  M.  and  C.W.  Committee  during 
the  year. 

i.  An  arrangement  for  Major  Alwyn  Smith,  Prince  of  Wales 

Hospital,  Cardiff,  to  attend,  with  his  mechanic,  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  four  to  six  times  a year  (as  may 
be  found  necessary)  to  see  cases  in  consultation  with  the 
Medical  Staff,  and  to  advise  them  thereon,  at  an  agreed  fee. 

ii.  The  admission  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  of 

suitable  cases  for  in-patient  treatment  at  an  agreed  charge. 

iii.  Payment  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital  for  splints,  appar- 

atus, special  boots,  etc.,  and  for  subsequent  alterations  thereof 
for  the  Committee’s  cases.  Estimates  to  be  provided  in  each 
case. 

iv.  The  attendance  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital  of  Lady 

Medical  Officer  and  Nurses.,  to  study  and  obtain  instruction 
in  the  methods  in  use  at  that  hospital. 

V.  Provision  of  Hospital  Notes  where  necessary  for  the  treat- 
ment by  massage  at  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  of  those 
patients  requiring  such  treatment. 

vi.  After  care  tO'  be  provided  for  by  attendance  at  the  Clinic  and 

by  home  supervision  by  Health  Visitors  as  often  as  found 
necessary,  and  to  be  continued  until  patient  is  fit  to  attend 
school. 

vii.  Recovery  of  the  cost  or  part  of  the  cost  of  treatment  from 
parents  or  guardians  of  patients,  according  to  their  ability  to 
pay. 

viii.  Co-ordination  with  Voluntary  Organisations  in  dealing  with 

necessitous  cases. 
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A scheme  was  also  considered  and  approved  of  for  providing  an 
“Auxiliary  Clinic”  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  This 
should  in  time  materially  reduce  the  number  of  miscarriages,  still- 
births and  deaths  among  infants  from  preventable  diseases. 

The  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  have  admitted  several  complicated 
cases  of  labour  for  surgical  treatment,  including  Caesarian  section, 
which  resulted  no  doubt  in  the  saving  of  both  mother  and  child  in  some 
cases.  Septic  pueiperal  cases  were  also  admitted.  Special  and 
immediate  attention  has  also  been  given  to  several  infants  requiring 
Hospital  treatment.  The  thanks  of  the  M.  & C.W.  Committee  are 
due  to  the  Hospital  Authorities  for  their  valuable  assistance  in  this 
direction. 

It  is  a pleasing  duty  to  again  express  thanks  to  the  lady  voluntary 
helpers  who  have  rendered  such  self-sacrificing  and  valuable  services 
at  the  Centres.  Such  work  helps  to  maintain  a “human  touch”  in 
the  official  work  which  would  be  lacking  if  the  work  were  confined  to 
the  routine  cast-iron  system  of  work — so  beloved  in  some  official  circles 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  Benner  and  the  Staff  generally  for  the 
work  done  and  more  especially  for  the  high  tone  which  has  been 
manifested  in  their  work. 
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Report  for  year  1924  by 
Dr.  MINNA  A.  BENNER,  Medical  Officer, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Newport. 

To  THE  Members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee, 

Newport,  Mon. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  growth  and  expansion  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare- 
work  made  new  premises,  necessary.  Arrangements  also  had  to  be 
made  for  two*  additional  Departments  : Orthopaedic  for  Children  and 
an  Auxiliary  Clinic  for  Adults.  Our  new  premises,  27  Clytha  Park 
Road,  were  purchased  by  the  Corporation  in  1924,  but  we  were  not 
able  to  remove  into  them  until  early  this  year. 

Crippled  Children. 

In  1924,  a great  National  movement  was  inaugurated  in  aid  of 
crippled  children,  their  helpless  condition  inspired  many  articles  in 
the  daily  papers  and  large  sums  were  subscribed  in  aid  of  the  National 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  other  Institutions.  You  have  decided  on 
the  policy  of  having  defects  treated  in  the  eaidy  stages  so  that  the 
defective  child  may  have  what  is  every  child’s  inheritance,  “a  chance 
in  life.”  Defects  may  be  Congential  or  acquired.  The  four  chief 
causes  are : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis. 

(2)  Infantile  Paralysis. 

(3)  Talipes — Club  Feet  and  Bow  Legs. 

(4)  Rickets. 

All  Tubercular  Bone  cases  are  sent  at  once  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Medical  Officer.  There  were  six  of  these  patients  during  the  year, 
four  of  these  he  sent  on  to  Cefn  Mably,  and  the  other  two  were  treated 
in  Newport. 
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Several  old  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  formerly  sent  to  the 
Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  have  now  been  transferred  to  the  Prince  of 
W'ales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  are  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Smith,  who 
is  consulting  surgeon  for  Orthopaedics.  Our  new  cases  are  now 
sent  direct  to  Cardiff. 

In  all  cases  of  Talipes,  early  Plospital  treatment  is  indicated.  A 
number  of  cases  have  been  admitted  into  the  Royal  Gwent  during  the 
year,  and  some  urgent  cases  were  sent  to  Cardiff. 

Rachitic  infants  respond  to  an  open  air  life,  and  to  a diet,  enriched 
with  Vitamines.  Almata  is  suitable  for  this  purpose  as  it  contains 
butter,  eggs,  malt,  proteids.  of  wheat,  and  decitiated  lemon  juice.  It 
is  also  rich  in  Vitamines. 


In  Summer  a suitable  canvas  tray  can  be  fixed  to  a baby’s  peranv 
bulator,  and  in  this  the  infant  can  spend  most  of  the  day  out  of  doors. 
For  older  Children,  frames  .are  preferable,  but  these  need  a special 
carriage  for  transport.  For  commencing  curvature  of  the  spine,  a 
plaster  jacket  can  be  applied.  Bad  cases  of  Bow  legs  need  operative 
surgery.  Special  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  to 
all  homes  where  the  Children  are  known  to  have  defects.  In  early 
cases  appropriate  dieting  has  led  to  good  results.  In  June,  the 
nurnber  of  Children  requiring  treatment,  was  30,  which  increased  to 
61  in  December.  Many  Rachitic  children  are  entrants  to  the  town. 
Their  condition  is  generally  due  to  bad  housing,  insufficient  milk,  or 
too  much  starchy  food  in  the  diet  and  insufficient  fat.  Frequently 
when  they  come  to  us  their  deformity  is  fixed,  and  the}^  can  only  be 
relieved  by  operative  treatment.  It  ought  to  be  widely  known  that 
it  is  possible  to  avert  Rickets  by  the  introduction  of  Vitamines  to  the 
Infant’s  food. 

SOUTHERNDOWN  ReST  HoME. 

\ our  subscription  of  £20  to  this  Home,  enabled  eleven  mothers  to 
enjoy  a much  needed  holiday  by  the  sea.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able 
to  record  that  the  Matron  speaks  well  of  all  our  mothers,  and  states 
that  they  have  a good  influence  in  the  home.  Several  young  mothers 
would  gladly  have  gone  to  Southerndown  if  they  could  have  taken  baby 

against  the  rules.  In  other  cases  the  difficulty 
of  finding  a guardian  for  the  toddlers  could  not  be  overcome. 

Caerau  Maternity  Home. 


Fifteen  mothers  were  sent  into  this  Home  during  the  year  and 
paid  various  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  their  nursing’  and 
maintenance.  In  September  the  fees,  were  raised  from  £2  to  £4 
Amount  of  contributions  for  the  year  £22  Os.  Od.  This  Home  has 
now  been  removed  to  the  King’s  Flill,  and  owing  to  the  complete 
absence  of  street  noises  and  its  pleasant  situation,  should  make  an 
Ideal  Nursing  Home, 
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Unmarried  Mothers. 

Many  girl  mothers,  with  their  babies,  attend  the  Clinic,  when 
they  are  employed,  the  grandmother  brings  the  baby.  Milk  is  often 
given  to, the  babies:  for  long  periods.  We  have  been  able  to  draft 
some  of  these  cases  into  the  Centres — here  the  problem  of  baby's 
future  is  shelved  for  a space,  in  the  presence  of  so  many  babies.  The 
friendly  atmosphere  of  other  mothers  is  a great  help  to  a young  mother 
who  wants  to  do  her  best  for  baby. 

Nantyderry  Home 

Only  one  case  was  sent  to  this  Home  during  the  year,  and 
arrangements  were,  made  for  her  to  remain  for  six  months.  The 
baby,  I regret  to  say,  only  lived  for  two  months,  he  was  born  with  a 
spina  bifida — a hopeless  condition. 

The  Guild  of  Help. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  cases  have  had  very 
valuable  help  from  the  Guild,  some  have  had  gifts  of  clothing,  boots, 
or  groceries.  In  other  cases,  where  the  father  has  been  invalided, 
work  has  been  found  for  one  of  his  children.  The  Guild  plan  is  to 
help  people  to^  help  themselves.. 

Gifts  and  Donations. 

Thanks  are  due  also  to  the  Pensions  Fund  and  to  the  National 
Service  Fund,  for  help  given  in  emergency  cases  reported  to  them. 

Clinic  Work. 

During  the  year,  2,304  cases  were  examined  at  the  Clinic,  namely 
805  mothers,  886  infants,  and  613  children. 

1,936  new  patients  were  registered  at  the  Clinic,  552  mothers, 
841  infants  and  543  children.  Of  the  infants,  388  were  healthy,  and 
453  were  affected  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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Table  I. 


453 

Affections. 

Infants 

Eyes  ... 

Conjunctivitis  . 

8 

Ophthalmia 

4 

Blepharitis 

1 — 13 

Ears  ... 

Otorrhoea  ... 

2 

Eczema  Aurium 

2—4 

Skin  ... 

Impetigo  ... 

9 

Sores 

18 

Ringworm 

1 

Dermatitis  ... 

15 

Eczema 

10 

Urticaria  ... 

3 

Erythema 

2 

Herpes 

2 — 60 

Infections 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

Chicken  Pox 

2—5 

Respiratory 

Bronchitis 

29 

Diseases 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

11 

Bronchial  Catarrh 

44  — 84 

Adenitis 

4—4 

Heart 

Heart  (Organic)  ... 

2 

and  Anaemia  ... 

Heart  (Functional)  ... 

2 

Anaemia 

5—9 

Gastro 

Stomatitis 

6 

Intestinal 

Gastritis 

10 

Enteritis 

12 

Constipation 

34 

Pyloric  Vomiting  ... 

5 

Flatulence 

7 — 74 

Debility 

Debility 

5 

Malnutrition 

16  — 21 

Other  Affections 

Hernia 

53  — 53 

or  Defects 

Phimosis 

38  — 38 

Defects 

88  — 88 

Total  453 

Of  the  388  infants  registered  as  healthy,  a number  required  help 
with  dietinjj;  in  138  cases  nutrition  was  above  normal, 
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Table  II. — The  Clinic — Figures  for  1924. 


Mothers. 

Infants. 

Children. 

Total 

Number  new  cases  registered  at  Clinic 

552 

841 

543 

1936 

„ Individuals  examined 

805 

886 

613 

2304 

„ of  Medical  Examinations 

1652 

2323 

1401 

5376 

„ on  Registers 

2890 

4298 

2454 

9642 

In  above  table,  among  individuals  examined,  the  805  mothers 
include  194  expectants;  Ante-Natal  attendances,  423,  also  299  nursing 
mothers,  post-natal  attendances  530,  other  mothers  312,  attendances 
699. 


During  the  year  the  total  attendances  of  mothers  at  the  Clinic  was 
22,895. 


A number  of  cases,  requiring  operation  have  been  sent  to  the 
Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  a number  are  listed  at  the  present  time  for 
ear,  nose,  throat,  bone,  or  other  affections.  All  tubercular  cases  are 
sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  Johnson. 

Cash  Receipts. 

The  analysis  of  the  Cash  Receipts  indicates  the  importance  of 
the  non-medical  work  carried  on  at  the  Clin’c  and  further  confirms 
the  increasing  interest  taken  in  all  our  departments. 


Sales  at  Clinic. 


£ 

s.  d. 

Dried  Milk  and  Groats  ... 

1938 

5 ^ 

Virol  and  Medicated  Foods 

180 

0 llj 

Medicines 

61 

6 6i 

Dental  Treatment 

10  0 

Bottles 

7 15  10^ 

Belts,  Bandages,  Medical  Appliances 

9 

18  8 

£2,198 

3 5 

Gifts  at  Clinic. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Milk  and  Groats 

187 

2 Si 

Medicated  Foods 

28 

12  3 

£215  14  Sk 


23 


Centre  work  has  increased  during  the  year.  Number  on  the  Centre 
registers  at  end  of  year,  1,249  mothers;  307  infants;  1,252  children, 
a total  of  2,808.  Passed  through  the  Centres  during  the  year— 1,607 
mothers,  650  infants,  176  children,  or  4,021  individuals. 

Total  attendances  at  the  five  Centres  for  1924,  was  29,893 ; 
JMedical  examinatiions  at  the  Centres,  1,763. 

Alexandra  Centre. 

]\Iiss  Evans  is  in  charge  of  this  Centre,  she  has  733  individuals 
on  her  registers;  287  mothers,  117  infants,  329  children.  Entrants, 
163  (57  mothers,  69  infants,  37  children). 

Each  Health  Visitor  gives  personal  and  class  instruction  to  every 
mother  attending  her  Centre.  Health  talks  are  given  when  time  and 
opportunity  permit.  Personal  advice  can  be  given  to  a mother, 
when  baby  is  being  weighed.  Miss  Evans  has  weighed  119  infants, 
297  times,  also  93  children  136  times.  Total  weighings  at  Alexandra 
Centre,  433. 

35  babies  have  been  born  to  Centre  mothers,  and  to  20  of  these 
infants  a flannel  has  been  given.  Value  of  these  gifts,  £3  Is.  Od. 

The  Committee  ladies  have  supervised  the  making  of  173  gar- 
ments, these  have  been  sold  for  £15  14s.  2^d.  The  interest  paid 
to  23  members  amounted  to  £4  19s.  O^d.  Tea  money  taken  during 
the  year,  £8  2s.  5|d. 

Central  Centre. 

Miss  Burton  is  in  charge  of  Central,  our  largest  Centre.  She 
has  1,086  on  her  registers  : 438  mothers,  174  infants,  474  children. 
Entrants  admitted  during  the  year  numbered  295  (112  mothers,  120 
infants,  63  children.)  Central  is  open  on  Monday  and  Wednesday 
afternoons.  Miss  Burton  keeps  in  touch  with  all  the  mothers  under 
her  care.  The  Centre  weighings  total  836 — 209  infants  have  been 
weighed  551  times  and  144  children  have  been  weighed  285  times. 

57  babies  have  been  born  to  Centre  mothers,  22  infants  have 
leceived  a gift  flannel— value  of  these  gifts,  £3  17s.  Od. 

The  Committee  ladies  have  supervised  the  making  of  146  garments 
and  sale  of  72  yards  of  flannel.  The  money  realised  for  sale,  £17 
10s.  9d.  Paid  as  interest  to  34  members  of  the  Maternity  Club 

£9  6s.  6|d. 
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A pattern  department  has  done  very  good  work  during  the  year. 
Children’s  clothing  when  cut  out  at  Centre  can  be  made  at  home.  The 
finish  and  hand  work  on  these  garments  is  very  creditable — 
undoubtedly  the  pattern  department  has  supplied  a long  felt  want. 

Ckindau  Centre. 

Miss  Waldi'on  is  Superintendent  of  this  Centre.  She  has  707 
individuals  on  her  legisters;  285  mothers,  114  infants,  308  children. 
During  the  year,  137  entrants  have  been  admitted  (52  mothers,  56 
infants,  29  children.)  These  entrants  or  new  members  are  not 
registered  till  they  have  made  three  attendances.  The  black  board  is  in 
use  for  class  instruction  here,  as  in  the  other  Centres.  The  Health 
Visitor  knows  each  mother  personally  and  is  acquainted  with  her  home 
conditions.  The  weighings  total  588;  169  infants  331  times,  also 
142  children  257  times.  Centre  babies  30— flannels  have  been  given 
to  10  infants.  Amount  of  interest  paid  to  11  members  of  the 
Maternity  Club,  £3  15s.  Od. 

The  Voluntary  ladies  manage  the  Clubs  and  supervise  the  sewing. 
91  garments  have  been  made  and  sold  during  the  year.  Received  for 
garments,  £6  8s.  3^d.  Value  of  gift  flannels,  £1  13s.  Od.  Tea 
money  taken  during  the  year,  £7  17s.  7d. 

Lliswerry  Centre. 

Miss  Taylor  is  in  charge.  She  has  643  individuals  on  her 
registers,  261  mothers,  98  infants,  284  children.  252  weighings,  85 
infants  190  times,  also  43  children  62  times. 

During  the  year  Miss  Taylor  has  welcomed  189  entrants  (79 
mothers,  65  infants,  45  children). 

41  babies  have  been  born  to  Centre  moithers,  to  25  of  these  little 
ones,  flannels  have  been  given  value  £4  7s.  6d. 

The  ladies,  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  have  cut  out  and  super- 
vised the  making  of  124  garments,  sum  realised  from  sale  of  these, 
£10  Is.  4d.  Tea  money  for  the  year,  £8  12s.  Id. 

To  22  members  of  the  Maternity  club,  interest  has  been  paid  at 
the  usual  rate,  25  per  cent,  on  the  sums  deposited.  Amount  of 
interest  for  the  year,  £5  8s.  6d. 

Maindee  Centre. 

Miss  Harris  is  in  charge  of  this  Centre,  she  has  two  sessions 
weekly,  the  Centre  is  open  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  afternoons. 
There  are  852  individuals  on  the  Registers : 336  mothers,  147  infants, 
369  children.  During  the  year,  242  entrants  have  been  registered 
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(99  mothers,  97  infants,  46  children).  Miss  Harris  weighed  251 
infants  584  times,  also  166  children  269  times,  total  weighings,  853. 


33  babies  have  been  horn  to  Centre  mothers,  to  16  of  these  htile 
ones,  a flannel  has  been  given.  These  gifts  are  valued  at  £2  10s.  Od. 


The  Centre  lady  workers  have  supervised  the  making  of  126 
gannents,  these  when  sold  with  I53i  yards  of  flannel,  have  realised 
the  sum  of  £23  12s..  7^d. 


The  interest  paid  out  to  24  members  of  the  Maternity  Club, 
amounts  to  £5  16s.  5d.  Received  for  tea  money  during  the  year,' 
£7  18s.  4d. 


A pattern  department  has  done  very  good  work  during  the  year. 
Children’s  clothing,  when  cut  out  at  the  Centre,  can  be  made  up  at 
home.  There  is  a friendly  rivalry  to  excel — the  well  cut  garments 
are  worn  on  Centre  afternoons. 


Needlework  in  the  Centres. 


Knitted  coats,  and  dresses  for  children  are  out  of  favour — the 
difficulty  of  washing  without  shrinkage  or  felting  of  material  is  known 
to  every  housewife — Whence  revival  in  sewing  in  our  Centres.  Total 
output  for  the  year,  660  garments. 


Dressmaking  Classes. 

The  fifth  winter  session  commenced  in  September.  The  classes 
are  held  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings.  During  the  winter,  the 
attendance  was  very  large  in  St.  Woolos,  and  in  Maindee  has  increased 
again  this  year.  A fine  display  of  work  was  shown  in  the  Technical 
College  on  March  17th,  on  the  prize  giving  night,  later  on  11th  and 
12th  April,  there  was  a second  exhibition  of  needle  work  in  the 
Town  Hall.  The  Committee  felt  that  more  publicity  should  be  given 
to  the  excellent  work  being  done  in  the  Centres  and  in  the  School 
Evening  Classes.  In  the  evenings,  mothers  attend  without  their 
children.  The  making  of  thrift  garments  has  always  been  encouraged 
in  the  Centres. 
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The  Prize  List  is  the  same  as  last  year, 

I. — New  garment  made  from  old  one. 

II- — Re-modelling  worn  out  garments  of  parents  for  children. 

III.  — Best  made  garment  from  old  one, 

IV.  — Best  knitted  or  crochet  garment. 

V. — Best  article  for  household  use  or  for  wear,  made  from  scraps. 

VI. — Best  darned,  patched  or  re-footed  article. 

VII. — Knitted  stockings  for  child  or  knitted  socks  (adult). 

VIII. — Attendance  prizes. 

Cookery  Classes. 

An  evening  cookery  class  was  inaugurated  in  Maindee  School, 
in  1923-24,  Miss  Seal  being  appointed  teacher.  The  class  was  limited 
to  20  and  lasted  during  the  winter.  In  1924  a course  of  instruction 
in  cookery  was  given  to  all  Centre  mothers.  The  demonstrations  took 
place  in  the  Centres  and  were  very  much  appreciated  by  the  750 
mothers  who  were  present.  At  the  close  of  the  demonstration,  the 
various  cooked  goods  were  sold  to  mothers  at  cost  price.  Recipes 
were  copied  from  the  black  board,  and  many  reported  more  successful 
home  cookery  as  a result  of  these  lessons. 

The  cost  of  these  Centre  cookery  classes  was  paid  from  voluntary 
funds.  One  result  is  that  brown  bread  in  place  of  the  all  white  loaf, 
is  now  used  in  many  homes,  and  that  a better  knowledge  of  food 
values  has  raised  the  standard  of  diets  for  adults  and  children. 

The  Play  Rooms. 

Mothers  gladly  place  their  children,  one  afternoon  a week,  in 
these  pleasant  Centre  rooms,  where  so  much  is  done  to  amuse  and 
interest  the  little  ones.  , 

Miss  Nixon  and  Miss  Huntley  are  assisted  by  four  young  ladies 
and  very  good  work  is  done. 

The  little  tables  and  chairs,  attract  the  toddlers.  Elder  children 
love  the  toys,  the  boys  enjoy  riding  on  the  rocking  horses,  but  the 
girls  prefer  ‘a  sail’  in  one  of  the  large  boats,  in  the  latter,  progression 
is  slow  but  safe. 

We  hope  that  some  disciplinary  lessons  are  learned  in  our  play- 
rooms— lessons  in  self  control  and  consideration  for  others. 
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It  is  beautiful  to  see  the  happy  faces  of  the  children,  they  appre- 
ciate a room  to  play  in.  Some  of  the  toddlers  are  content  to  spend 
the  whole  afternoon  in  the  wooden  play  ground. 


All  the  little  ones  are  taught  to  be  tidy — they  pack  all  the  toys 
and  playthings  into  the  deep  cupboard  before  going  home. 

Reading  Clubs. 

The  gift  of  several  hundred  story  books,  and  other  books,  of  travel 
and  adventure,  enabled  us  to  start  reading  clubs  in  Central  and  Crindau 
Centres.  New  books,  when  asked  for,  are  provided  from  the  club 
fund.  Id.  fee  enables  a reader  to  keep  a book  for  a fortnight. 

Appended  is  a summary  of  the  Centre  Cash  Receipts  and  Gifts  for 
1924. 


SUMMARY— Centres,  1924. 


Cash  Receipts. 

£ s.  d. 

Groats  ...  ...  19  4 4 

Medicated  Foods  72  0 3 

Treatment  44  17  8^ 

Bottles  ...  ...  3 0 5 

Gifts. 

£ s.  d. 

Groats  ...  ...  999 

Medicated  Foods  13  7 5^ 

Appliances  ...  0 15  11 

£139  2 

£23  13  4 

Garment  Gifts  to  93  Babies. 

Garments  made  and  sold. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Alexandra  to  20  value  3 

1 

0 

Alexandra — 173 

15 

14 

Central  to  22 

tf 

3 

17 

0 

Central — 146  and 

Crindau  to  10 

ff 

1 

13 

0 

72yds.  flannel 

17 

10 

9 

Lliswerry  to  25 

yy 

4 

7 

6 

Crindau — 91 

6 

8 

Maindee  to  16 

2 

10 

0 

Lliswerry — 124 

10 

1 

4 

Maindee — 126  and 

153yds.  flannel 

23 

12 

7 

660  garments,  and 

93 

yy 

15 

8 

6 

225^yds  flannel 

£73 

7 

f 
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MATERNITY  CLUBS. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

At  Alexandra,  interest  paid  to  23  members 

4 

19 

„ Central  „ 

34 

ff  fy 

9 

6 

6^ 

„ Crindau  „ 

>J  >)  1 ^ ff 

3 

15 

0 

„ Lliswerry  „ 

22 

,,  ,,  ,, 

5 

8 

6 

„ Maindee  „ 

,,  ,,  24  ,, 

5 

16 

5 

114 

£29 

5 

6 

Mothercraft  Classes  in  Girls  Schools. 

Three  of  our  Health  Visitors  conduct  classes  for  girls,  in 
Maindee,  St.  Woolos,  and  Crindau  Schools.  These  classes  for  the 
girl  learners  are  held  every  week. 

Miss  Harris  has  a flourishing  class  in  Maindee.  She  has  giveiv 
practical  instruction  and  a course  of  lectures  every  session  for  the 
last  five  years.  Previously  Miiss  Taylor  had  the  Maindee  School  girls 
for  a period  of  six  years. 

Several  young  wives  now  attend  the  Centres  with  their  babies. 
Miss  Burton  has  taught  the  St.  Woolos,  girls  for  the  last  four  years, 
with  great  success ; and  Miss  Waldron  established  her  class  for  Crindau 
girls  nearly  three  years  ago,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  Head  Mistress 
of  Crindau  School.  Sometimes  the  School  girls  give  a demonstration 
in  the  Centres,  which  all  enjoy. 

The  demonstration  may  take  several  forms,  e.g.,  how  to  prepare 
invalid  food,  how  to  make  a bed,  a poultice,  how  to  sterilise  milk,  they 
show  net  covers  they  have  made,  to  cover  the  milk  jug,  and  models  of 
use  in  housecraft. 

Sometimes  one  of  the  mothers  lends  her  baby,  who  is  washed 
and  dressed  very  carefully  by  the  school  girls. 

All  centre  members  take  a great  interest  in  the  progress  of  our 
mothercraft  classes.  The  girls  enjoy  a visit  to  a Centre  and  they 
write  very  good  essays  afterwards  on  what  they  have  seen  and  heard. 

The  Centre  membership  is  increasing  rapidly,  but  a welcome  is 
extended  to  each  new  comer  on  her  arrival,  by  the  ladies  of  the  Volun- 
tary Committee,  who  have  given  ungrudging  service  during  the  year. 
The  sympathy  they  show  to  mothers  and  the  interest  they  take  in  their 
many  difficulties,  has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  the  IVIaternity  and 
Child  Welfare  work  in  NeiVport. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MINNA  A,  BENNER. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

Births,  Infantile  Mortality,  etc.,  are  dealt  with  in  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  part  of  this  Report. 

Deaths. 

The  total  deaths  registered  numbered  1,159;  after  the  exclusion 
of  non-residents  dying  in  the  district  and  the  addition  of  residents 
who  died  elsewhere,  the  number  was  reduced  to  1,089.  This  afforded 
a death  rate  of  11.26,  compared  with  10.68  in  1923.  12.58  in  1922, 
11.07  in  1921,  12.41  in  1920,  12.88  in  1919,  14.42  in  1918,  and  13.09  in 
1917.  The  average  for  the  10  years  ending  1923  was  12.90,  and  for 
the  last  five  years  11.90.  The  death  rate  in  Newport  was  higher  than 
in  1923,  as  was  the  case  in  the  country  g-enerally. 

The  average  death  rate  in  the  105  Great  Towns  for  1924  was  12  3. 

243  deaths,  or  22.3  per  cent,  of  the  nett  deaths,  occurred  in 
Public  Institutions,  namely,  Wooloston  fTouse,  110;  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital,  68;  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  6;  Beechwood  Hospital,  5;  and 
Other  Institutions  outside  the  Borough,  54.  In  addition,  143  deaths 
of  non-residents  occurred  in  the  Borough,  namely,  at  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital,  51;  Wooloston  House,  51;  Beechwood,  17;  Public  Works 
and  Places,  1;  and  Private  Institutions,  etc.,  19;  on  Boardship,  2; 
Allt-yr-yn  Hospital  2. 

Ward  Statistics. 

St.  Woolos  (8.32)  and  Lliswerry  (8.03)  Wards  had  the  lowe.st 
death  rates  from  all  causes,  whilst  Central  (17.73)  and  Victoria  12.61) 
Wards  had  the  highest  death  rates  from  all  causes. 

The  death  rate  in  the  Central  Ward  has  always  been  considerably 
higher  than  in  the  other  Wards.  On  an  average  it  has  exceeded  the 
general  death  rate  in  the  town  during  the  last  12  years  by  6.2  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  Infantile  death  rates  were  lowest  in  Tredegar  (52.9)  and 
St.  Woolos  (49.5)  Wards,  and  highest  in  Victoria  (81.5)  and 
Alexandra  (93.4)  'Wards. 

The  total  Zymotic  death  rate  was  lowest  in  Caerau  (1.18)  and 
St.  Woolos  (1.28),  and  highest  in  Central  (3.72)  and  Tredegar  (2.58). 

The  Tuberculosis  death  rate  was  lowest  in  St.  Woolos.  (.38),  and 
Caerau  (.49),  and  highest  in  Central  (2.23)  and  Alexandra  (1.65). 
During  1923  Crindau  Ward  had  the  lowest  Tuberculosis  death  rate, 
and  Central  Ward  was  then  also  the  highest, 
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Respiratory  diseases  were  least  fatal  in  Lliswerry  (1.168)  a;«.] 
Maindee  (1.17)  and  most  fatal  in  Crindau  (2.78)  and  Central  (2  48) 
W ards.  ' 


Cancer  was  most  fatal  in  Central  (1.98)  and  St.  Julians  (1.48) 
and  Victoria  (1.484)  and  lowest  in  Alexandra  (.348)  and  Crindau 
(.64)  Wards. 


The  average  cancer  death  rate  for  the  last  10  years  in  the  various 
Wards,  was  as  follows  : — 


Ward 

6 years’  average 
1914-18 

5 years’  average 
1919-1923 

1924 

Crindau  ... 

.58 

.98 

.62 

Caerau 

1.06 

1.18 

1.29 

St.  Woolos 

.88 

1.19 

.64 

Tredegar  ... 

.95 

.69 

1.35 

Alexandra 

.61 

.60 

.35 

Central 

1.27 

.95 

1.98 

St.  Julians 

.93 

1.06 

1.49 

Maindee  ... 

.78 

1.06 

1.43 

Victoria  ... 

.77 

.92 

1.48 

Lliswerry... 

.90 

.58 

.80 

Whole  Town 

.87 

.91 

1.12 

Zymotic  Mortality. 

The  total  deaths  from  diseases  of  this  nature  numbered  192, 
compared  with  231  in  1923,  288  in  1922,  217  in  1921,  280  in  1920,  259 
in  1919,  357  in  1918,  and  203  in  1917.  The  Z3miotic  death  rate  was 
1.98  per  1„000  inhabitants  per  annum,  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded 
in  Newport;  the  average  for  the  previous  5 years  was  2.78.  These 
diseases  accounted  for  17.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  The  diseases 
included  under  the  classification  “Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases” 
cannot  now  be  considered  as  the  most  important  infectious  diseases, 
as  Tuberculosis,  although  not  included  in  the  list,  is  responsible  for 
nearly  half  the  total  deaths  from  such  diseases.  The  192  deaths 
were  due  to  the  following  diseases:- — Tuberculosis,  115  (lungs  100, 
other  forms  15);  Measles,  8;  Influenza,  41;  Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup,  nil ; Zymotic  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  7;  MTioop- 
ing  Cough,  3 ; Venereal  Diseases,  2 ; Puerperal  Fever,  3 ; Scarlet  Fever, 
1;  Er}'sipelas,  1;  Enteric  Fever,  4;  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  4;  other 
Zymotic  Diseases,  3.  Tulx;rculosis  and  Influenza  were  responsible 
for  81  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases, 
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VACCINATION. 


The  percentage  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  during  1924 
was  42.6  per  cent,  a slight  improvement  on  1923  rate  (40.5).  In 
1897  it  was  93  per  cent.  It  has  been  gradually  going  down  since 
“exemption”  was  made  easy.  Attention  has  been  drawn  to  this 
national  danger  in  every  report. 

It  is  a great  calamity  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  should 
have  neglected  their  opportunities  to  protect  themselves  against  Small 


Pox. 


DIARRHCEAL  DISEASES  (Death  Rate  .072). 

The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age 
were  7 only,  6 of  them  were  under  12  months  of  age.  Reference  is 
made  to  this  disease  under  Infantile  death  rates. 

For  comparison  the  death  rates  from  Diarrhoea  under  12  months 
of  age  per  1,000  births  have  been  calculated  for  a number  of  years, 
llie  ligures  are  us  follows  : — 


Period. 

1904—1908 

1909—1913 

1914—1918 


Rate  per  1,000  Births 


20.91 

18.94 

13.1 

8.3 

13.5 

3.8 

9.99 

3.36 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  (Death  Rate  .031). 

Only  35  cases  were  discovered  or  reported,  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officers,  and  3 deaths  occurred ; 2 of  them  were  among 
infants  under  12  months  of  age.  The  number  of  deaths  was  lower 
than  the  average  of  recent  years  and  below  the  rate  for  the  Great 
Towns.  20  of  the  35  cases  were  under  school  age. 

MEASLES  (Death  Rate  .083). 

Measles  became  somewhat  prevalent  during  the  second  quarter 
when  268  cases  occurred,  but  it  died  away  without  reaching  epidemic 
proportions.  450  cases  were  reported  to  the  Health  Department 
during  the  year  and  8 deaths  occuiTed.  The  deaths  in  the  various 
wards  were  as  follows  : — Alexandra  1,  Central  1,  Crindau  1,  St.  Julians 
2,  Victoria  1,  and  Lliswerry  2. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACT. 

The  diseases  now  notifiable  are  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  Typhus,  Typhoid  or  Enteric  and 
Para-Typhoid  Fever,  Continued  Fever,  Cholera,  Relapsing  Fever, 
Plague,  Puerperal  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary 
and  Influenzal),  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Acute 
Polio-Encephalitis,  Encephalitis-Lethargica,  Trench  Fever,  Dysentery, 
Tuberculosis,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  Malaria. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  1924  was  650  com- 
pared with  760  in  1923. 

2,115  visits  and  re-visits  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of 
Infectious  Diseases  were  made  by  the  staff.  554  houses  weie 
disinfected,  and  (2814  articles  w^ere  removed  (for  disinfection,  94 
articles  were  destroyed. 

2652  bottles  of  , Disinfectant  were  supplied  to  houses  where 
infectious  diseases  of  various  kinds  occurred  and  for  choked  drains ; 
and  1221bs.  of  sulphur  were  supplied  free  for  the  fumigation  of 
verminous  houses. 

SCARLET  FEVER  (Death  Rate  .01). 

161  cases  were  notified  and  1 ended  fatally.  The  disease  was 
prevalent  from  the  end  of  1919  to  1921,  inclusive.  283  cases  occurred 
during  1922  and  129  in  1923. 

The  Wards  chiefly  affected  were  Lliswerry  with  33  cases,  and 
Tredegar  with  27  cases.  There  were  only  five  cases  in  the  Central 
Ward.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  type,  the  death  rate  being  .01, 
compared  with  .03  in  the  great  towns.  The  percentage  of  cases 
removed  to  Hospital  was  82. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP  (Death  Rate  Nil). 

36  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  deaths,  compared  with 
81  cases  and  6 deaths  in  1923.  It  is  the  first  year  on  record  that  no 
deaths,  have  occurred  and  only  once  before  in  1918  had  fewer  cases 
been  reported. 

No  Ward  was  quite  free  from  the  disease,  but  only  2 cases  were 
notified  in  Tredegar,  Central  Ward  and  St.  Julians  Ward.  Crindau 
and  Lliswerry  Wards  contributed  the  greatest  number  of  cases,  namely 
6 each. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  (.06)  and  for  the 
Great  Towns  (.08). 

Special  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
Swabs  were  taken  from  the  throats  and  nasal  cavities  of  scholars  in 
contact  wiith  school  cases  by  the  School  Nurses,  and  of  those  at  home 
not  of  school  age  and  “neighbour  contacts,”  by  Health  Visitors  or  the 
Medical  Attendants.  In  this  way  10  germ  carriers  were  discovered 
and  kept  under  observation  and  supervision. 

Swabs  from  a large  number  of  suspicious  sore  throats  were  also 
examined.  66.6  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
removed  to  Hospital. 

Antitoxin  has  been  kept  in  stock  at  the  Health  Department  for  the 
last  30  years  for  the  use  of  medical  men,  in  order  to  ensure  early 
administration;  but  in  many  cases  the  injection  of  antitoxin  has  been 
postponed  until  after  admission  to  Hospital.  This  may  mean  a 
delay  of  several  days — a fatal  delay  in  some  cases. 

770,000  units  (77  phials)  of  Antitoxin  were  supplied  to  medical 
men  for  77  notified  or  suspected  cases.  The  administration  of  Anti- 
toxin before  admission  of  the  cases  into  hospital  greatly  improves  the 
chances  of  recovery  in  serious  cases. 

Reference  is  made  elsewhere  to  the  large  amount  of  Bacterio- 
logical work  done  at  the  Health  Department  in  connection  with 
Diphtheria. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Dkath  Rate — All  Forms,  1.189  (Lungs,  1.034;  Other  Forms,  0.155). 

Notifications.— 141  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  were 
notified  in  1924;  99  of  these  were  alive  at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  70 
per  cent.,  compared  with  62  per  cent,  in  1923. 
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63  were  notified  to  be  sulTering  from  other  forms  of  the  disease, 
and  53  of  these  were  alive  at  the  end  of  the  year  (84  per  cent.)  com- 
pared with  65  per  cent,  in  1923.. 

Sexes  affected — 

Males.  Females. 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ...  ...  77  64 

Other  Foi-ms  ...  ...  ...  33  30 


Totals  ...  110  94 


The  death  rate  from  Phthisis  has  not  fallen  in  proportion  to  the 
reduced  number  of  cases  notified.  In  fact  there  has  been  a slight 
increase  in  tthe  death  rate  during  the  last  three  years,  whereas  it  has 
gone  down  somewhat  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1914  was  302,  and  the  deaths 
were  102,  compared  with  141  notifications  in  1924  and  100  deaths. 
Since  1909  the  notifications  have  gradually  approached  the  deaths 
from  Phthisis.  It  would  appear  therefore  that  either  a considerable 
number  of  cases  are  not  notified  or  the  disease  has  become  more 
fatal,  but  less  prevalent. 

Analysis  of  the  figures  for  previous  years  also  brings  out  the 
followdngs  facts.  The  percentage  alive  at  the  end  of  the  years  of 
notification  from  1913  to  1924  were  as  follows  : — 79,  75.5,  71.29,  76.01, 
53.88,  63.6,  58.8,  57.6,  59.58,  46.6,  62.2,  and  70  (1924). 

In  my  report  for  1922,  comparisons  were  made  between  the  figures 
for  1912  and  1921,  in  reference  to  the  after  history  of  cases  after 
notification. 

The  publicity  given  to  the  subject  of  Tuberculosis  has  probably 
created  an  objection  on  the  part  of  many  householders  to  having 
Tubercular  cases  as  subtenants  and  has  lead  to  the  refusal  of  some 
property-owners  to  accept  Tubercular  cases  as  tenants. 

This  has  undoubtedly  caused  sufferers  from  the  disease  to  refrain 
from  ccoisulting  their  medical  attendants  until  the  disease  has  become 
well  advanced  in  many  cases. 

To  ensure  the  early  diagnosis  of  cases,  the  examination  of  con- 
tacts is  a very  important  branch  of  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Institute.  208  such  cases  were  examined  by  Dr.  Johnson  or  his 
Assistant  during  1924,  compared  with  224  in  1923,  141  in  1922,  and 
140  in  1921‘ 

f 

34  out  of  the  141  cases  notified  as  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
admitted  into  Sanatoria  for  treatment.  ' 
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Figures  show  that  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  Phthisis 
deatk-rate  at  Newport  during  1924,  I)ut  there  has  been  a considerable 
reduction  in  the  death-rat^  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  compared 
with  the  period  1900-09 — .38  to  .155. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  1923  for  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse 
to  be  taken  over  from  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  to 
the  Health  Department,  in  order  to  impi'ove  the  co-ord’nation  of  the 
work.  Nurse  Harris  started  duty  as  a Health  Visitor,  Nov.,  1923. 

The  after  care  of  Tuberculosis  cases  which  have  been  at  Institu- 
tions requires  more  consideration  in  the  following  directions.  Such 
work  should  be  included  in  the  Tuberculosis.  Scheme. 

i.  Systematic  supervision  of  advanced  cases  living  at  home. 

ii.  Greater  coi-ordination  with  charities  re  advanced  cases. 

iii.  Extra  nourishment  for  ex-Sanatorium  and  ex-Hospital  cases 

iv.  Loan  of  shelters  and  beds,  medical  comforts — such  as  bed- 
pans,  air  cushions,  air  beds,  etc.,  for  advanced  cases. 

V.  Surgical  dressings  for  home  nursed  cases. 

Chicken  Pox. — 448  cases  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  depart- 
ment during  the  year.  The  Order  making  Chicken  Pox  compulsorily 
notifiable,  which  was  put  into  operation  Sept.  1st,  1923,  because  of  the 
occurrence  of  several  cases  of  small  pox  in  the  Districts  surrounding  New- 
port, and  its  prevalence  in  Gloucester,  was  allowed  to  lapse  in  Feb- 
ruary, 192-1 — there  being  no  necessity  to  renew  it.  322  of  the  448 
cases  occurred  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  It  was  most  pre- 
valent during  the  2nd  quarter,  when  219  cases  were  reported.  No 
part  of  the  town  was  free  from  the  disease,  but  Maindee,  Corporation 
Road,  and  Shaftesbury  Street  districts  contributed  the  most  cases. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Facilities  for  free  treatment  for  all  suffering  from  Venereal 
Diseases  are  provided  by  arrangement  with  the  Directors  of  the  Royal 
Gwent  Hospital,  at  the  Out-Patient  Department. 


Since  January,  1921,  the  arrangements,  for  treatment  have  included 
five  sessions  per  week,  plus  a session  for  special  appointments,  namely  ; 

Ma/cj— Mondays,  4 p.m. ; Wednesdays,  2 p.m. ; Thursdays,  afier 
Chmc  for  females  (special  appointments,  only);  Fridays 
6 p.m.  ’ 

Females — Mondays,  2 p.m. ; Thursdays,  2 p.m, 
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Notices  are  hung  up  at  Public  and  “Public  Houses”  lavatories 
giving  particulars  of  the  days  and  hours  of  the  Clinics.  Those  in  and 
near  the  docks,  are  printed  in  four  languages  for  the  convenience  of 
Foreign  Seafaring  men. 

An  irrigation  department,  adjoining  the  Out-Patients  Department 
was.  erected  and  equipped  for  providing  irrigation  treatment  for  males 
between  their  attendances  at  the  medical  sessions;  this  is  already 
inadequate  at  times. 


The  total  attendances  during  the  years  1919-1924  were 

as  follows : 

1919  1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Attendances — Males 

..  2276  2567 

3297 

3648 

3361 

3274 

do.  Females 

..  453  759 

917 

954 

1326 

1063 

do.  Total 

..  2729  3326 

4214 

4602 

4687 

4337 

The  new  patients  during  1924  were  as  follows 

(Summary  of  Quarterly  Returns;) 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Syphilis 

117 

25 

... 

142 

Soft  chancre 

42 

1 

... 

43 

Gonorrhoea 

177 

22 

. . . 

199 

Not  V.D. 

47 

12 

... 

59 

Total  ... 

383 

60 

443 

Compared  with  1923  there  were  less  new  cases  of  Syphilis  and 
more  of  Conor rhcea  during  1924. 

Ill  patients  attended  a full  course  of  treatment— 221  ceased  to 
attend  before  completing  treatment.  The  total  attendances  were 
lower  than  in  1923  by  350. 

The  number  of  In-Patient  days  in  1924  was  568,  the  same  number 
as  in  1923. 

The  number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  Substitutes  given  out  to  private 
practitioners  from  the  Health  Department  was  182,  compared  with  195 
in  1923,  156  in  1922  and  237  in  1921. 
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Facilities  exist  for  the  'admission  of  girls  or  women  requiring 
special  indoor  treatment  at  Cheltenham,  and  in  London.  Cases  will 
be  sent  there  if  necessary. 

The  number  of  patients  both  male  and  female  who  cease  to 
attend  before  completing  treatment  is  still  unsatisfactory.  In  the 
cases  of  sailors  this  is  unavoidable.  They  are,  however,  provided  with 
circulars  giving  information  as  to  facilities  for  treatment  in  other 
ports,  etc.,  and  they  are  provided  with  cards  upon  which  the  treatment 
given  is  entered. 

This  failure  lOn  the  part  of  a large  proportion  of  the  patients  to 
continue  treatment  until  the  recognised  course  has  been  completed  has 
up  to  the  present  rendered  futile  a large  amount  of  the  expenditure  by 
Public  Authorities  in  attemipting  to  reduce  the  ravages  of  Veneral 
Diseases.  If  patients  accept  free  treatment  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to 
persevere  with  the  treatment  until  cured.  A modified  system  of 
notification  of  Veneral  Diseases,  including  the  compulsory  notification 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  cases  which  have  given  up  treat- 
ment prematurely  would  be  beneficial  in  that  direction. 

t . ■ 

Facilities  for  greater  privacy  in  treatment  are  desirable  for  female 
patients.  These  are  now  provided  for  mothers  and  expectant  mothers 
at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITALS. 

Allt-yr-yn  Hospital. 

188  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  admitted  during  the  year. 
19  of  the  cases  were  from  outside  the  Borough.  The  deaths  numbered 
8,  a percentage  fatality  of  4.2.  The  daily  average  in  Hospital  was 
19.0  patients..  The  Tuberculosis  block  which  was  primarily  closed, 
owing  to  water  shortage,  in  November,  1919,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1920,  consequently  there  was  no  special  accommodation  for  any  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  during  1924  at  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

132  out  of  the  161  cases  notified  in  the  town  were  removed  to 
Hospital,  i.e.,  82.0  per  cent.  7 cases  were  also  admitted  from  outside 
districts,  making  a total  of  139  cases,  all  of  which  recovered.  The 
average  age  of  the  patients  was  9.4  years,  and  the  average  stay  in 
Hospital  of  those  who  recovered  was  40.6  days. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

6 of  the  7 notified  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  (85.7  per  cent.) 
one  case  was  also  admitted  from  outside  the  Borough.  Three  of  the 
Typhoid  Fever  patients  died.  The  average  period  of  treatment  was 
40.7  days  and  the  average  -age  of  the  patients  25.7  years.  The 
disease  was  of  a very  serious  type. 
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Diphtiikria  and  Membranous  Croup. 


25  lof  the  36  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  (69.4  per  cent.)  were 
admitted  into  Hospital ; 9 were  also  admitted  from  outside  districts, 
making  a total  of  34  cases..  In  one  instance  the  operation  of 
Tracheotomy  had  to  be  performed  forthwith.  One  case  only,  proved 
fatal.  The  fatality  of  the  Diphtheria,  including  Membranous  Croup 
cases,  was  2.9  per  cent.  The  average  stay  of  those  who  recovered 
was  24.1  days,  and  the  average  age  of  all  the  patients  was  10.9  years. 

I wish  once  more  to  repeat  the  statement  that  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  disease  comparatively  smaller  doses  of  antitoxin  will  produce 
the  (desired  results,  but  any  delay  not  only  necessitates  the  adminis- 
tration of  very  much  larger  doses,  but  after  the  4th  and  5th  day  even 
enormous  doses  seem  to  have  little  effect  in  neutralising  the  poison. 
In  many  of  the  cases  the  parents,  had  not  sent  for  medical  help  until 
the  disease  was  well  advanced;  in  others  the  administration  of  antitoxin 
had  been  postponed  by  the  medical  attendant  until  the  admission  of 
the  patients  into  hospital,  although  antitoxin  can  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation at  the  Health  Department  during  office  hours,  and  at  Allt-yr-yn 
Hospital  when  the  office  is  closed. 

There  were  also  admitted  into  Hospital : — Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
1 case  (fatal).  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  3 cases  (one  case  from  an  out- 
side districts),  2 died  ; Measles,  2 ; for  Observation,  2 cases. 

Cost  of  the  Hospital. 

the  income  for  the  year  ending  March,  1925,  amounted  to  £924 
16s.  8d.  The  cost  of  food  per  week  per  head  for  patients  and  staff 
was  9/9  compared  with  the  following  figures  for  previous  years:  — 
1898-9,  6/4;  1903-4,  4/0^;  1908-9,  4/2i;  1913-14,  4/3;  1914-15, 
4/lOf ; 1915-16,  6/2;  1317-18,  11/11|;  1918-19,  12/6;  1919-20,  11/1; 
1920-21,  13/-;  1921-22,  9/11;  1922-23,  10/6^;  1923-4,  10/4.  The 
daily  average  number  of  patients  in  hospital  during  the  financial  year 
was  21.6.  The  average  cost  per  patient  was  £25  7s,  Od.,  the  cost  per 
patient  varies  inversely  with  the  average  number  of  patients  in  hospital 
which  this  year  was  low. 

Cefn  Hospital. 

Three  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  were  admitted  during  1924,  one 
suspected  to  be  Small  Pox,  from  a neighbouring  district,  and  two 
from  a vessel  at  the  Docks. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

During  1924,  1,361  speciments  were  examined  at  the  Health 
Department,  The  following  is  a summarv'  of  the  work  don? 


Medical  Fraciitioners.  Throat  and  Nose  swabs,  136; 
Sputum  for  Tubercle,  132 ; Faeces  and  Urine  for  T3iyhoid  Fever,  nn ; 
Blood  for  ditto.  17;  Other  specimens,  17;  Total,  302. 

School  Contacts.— from  Contacts,  36;  Suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria  80.  Total,  1 16. 


Health  Department. — Swabs  from  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
100;  ditto,  from  Suspected  cases,  16;  dittoi,  from  Contacts,  2tiO; 
Sputum,  2;  Other  Speciments,  4.  Total.  378. 

Allt-yr-yn  Hospital  Cases. — Throat  and  Nose  swabs,  525 ; Blood 
for  Typhoid,  4;  Sputum,  6;  Faeces,  10;  Other  Cases,  20;  Total,  565. 

The  appointment  of  a Bacteriological  Laboratory  Assistant  has 
enabled  us  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the  above  work  at  the  Health 
Department.  In  addition  to  laboratory  work,  Mr.  Wilfred  Jones  acts 
as  a statistical  clerk. 

% 

In  many  towns  the  bacteriological  work  is  done  under  eontract  by- 
outside  Laboratories ; the  carrying  out  of  this  wOrk  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  resulted  in  1924  in  a nett  saving  of 
nearly  £170  to  the  ratepayers,  in  addition  to  ensuring  a more  expedi- 
tious performance  of  the  work  of  diagnosis,  etc. 


NEWPORT  CORPORATION  MORTUARY. 

The  town  possesses  a model  Mortuary  with  accommodation  for  8 
bodies,  separate  inspection  and  postmortem  rooms,  with  lavatories,  etc. 
The  Mortuary  is  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  One  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  acts  as  Mortuary- 
Attendant. 


Mortuary  Statistics. 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Bodies  removed  to  Mortuary 

47 

28 

23 

31 

47 

Number  of  Post  Mortems. 

19 

12 

15 

19 

30 

Inquests  re  above 

47 

28 

23 

31 

47 

TRANSPORT  OF  THE  SICK. 

There  are  four  Ambulances  in  the  town  for  such  work,  namely  : the 
Police  Accident  Ambulance  stationed  at  the  Central  Eire  Station, 
another  Accident  Ambulance  at  Lysaght’s  Works,  the  Workhouse  In- 
firmary Ambulance,  and  the  Corporation  Ambulance  for  Infectious 
cases.  , 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS.  MILK 
AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS  AND  KINDRED  ACTS  AND 

REGULATIONS. 


During  the  year,  204  samples  of  various  foods  (20  different  kinds) 
were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis.  125  of  these  were  formal 
samples  and  79  informal.  4.0  per  cent,  of  the  former  and  none  of 
the  latter  weie  found  to  be  adulterated.  The  percentage  adulteration 
of  all  samples  taken  was  only  2.45,  the  lowest  figure  that  has  been 
recorded.  For  the  previous  six  years  the  figures  were  11.25,  5.7,  4.8, 
^'2’  satisfactory  to  find  that  none  of  the  un- 

ofncial  samples  were  adulterated,  for  these  samples,  were  obtained 
under  conditions  closely  approximating  to  those  when  articles  are 
purchased  by  the  private  purchaser.  The  only  article  found  to  be 
adulterated  according  to  present  standards,  was  milk  (which  always 
occupies  first  place  in  this  respect). 

Preservatives  in  Food. — Of  the  104  samples,  other  than  milk 
taken,  no  less  than  40  or  38.4  per  cent,  were  found  to  contain  pre- 
servatives, chiefly  Boric  Acid.  It  is  true  that  many  of  these  articles 
were  sampled  because  they  were  likely  to  have  preservatives  in  them, 
but  the  fact  confirms  and  justifies  the  serious  view  taken  by  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  the  increasing  sophistication  of  staple 
articles  of  foods  by  manufacturers. 


One  sample  of  tripe  contained  .14  per  cent.  (9.8  grains  per  lb.) 
of  Boric  Acid.  This  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  use  of  a “Perborate” 
preparation  for  bleaching  purposes. 

With  reference  to  the  samples  of  jam — Mr.  G.  R.  Thompson,  the 
Public  Analyst,  reported  that : — 

“The  18  samples  of  jam  were  particularly  satisfactory,  having 
regard  to  similar  articles  which  have  been  examined  in  other  localities. 
Each  bore  a distinct  label  as  to  the  contents  being  either  one  or  a 
mixture  of  definite  fruits  and  in  no  case  was  it  possible  to  distinguish 
any  fruit,  other  than  that  described,  furthermore  no  s'ample  contained 
any  vegetable  pulp,  which  is  at  times  used  as  an  adulterant  in  the 
cheaper  and  common  varieties  of  jam.  Artificial  colouring  matters 
were  also  entirely  absent  and  “stiffening”  agents  such  as  starch,  paste, 
gelatine,  etc.,  were  not  found — so  in  my  opinion  the  whole  series  could 
only  be  pronounced  most  satisfactory  in  regard  to  composition  of 
fruit,  etc.” 

Small  quantities  of  Salicylic  Acid  were  present  in  five  of  the  18 
samples. 
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In  8 of  the  jams,  cane  sugar  only  was  used,  whilst  9 contained 
small  amounts  of  glucose  in  addition,  in  small  quantities,  to  retard 
crystalisation.  One  sample  contained  more  glucose  than  was  neces- 
sary  for  the  above  purpose. 


With  reference  to  the  12  samples  of  sausages  analysed,  Mr. 
Thompson  found  that  5 were  free  from  preservatives,  whilst  the  other 
7 contained  amounts  of  Boric  Acid,  varying  in  quantity  from  a trace 
to  27.6  grains  per  lb.,  which  is  far  in  excess  of  the  amount  added  by 
some  manufacturers,  who  habitually  use  it  for  preservative  purposes. 


Adulterations. — Apart  from  the  addition  of  preservatives,  which 
in  none  of  the  samples  referred  to,  constituted  an  oflFence  under  the 
Acts,  milk,  as  already  stated,  was  the  only  article  that  yielded  adul- 
terated samples.  Five  of  the  100  were  found  to  be  below  the 
standard— two  were  deficient  in  milk  fat,  to  the  extent  of  10.0  per 
cent,  and  14.0  per  cent  respectively,  and  three  contained  added  water 
to  the  amounts  of  4.94  per  cent.,  4.35  per  cent.,  and  2.59  per  cent.  It 
was  not  considered  advisable  to  take  any  of  these  cases  before  the 
magistrates.  The  circumstances  were  enquired  into  and  the  offenders 
dealt  with  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  a recent  circular  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture. 


Quality  of  Milk. — The  quality  of  the  unadulterated  milk  sampled 
during  the  year  was  slightly  below  the  average  for  the  past  1 1 years, 
both  as  regards  milk  fat  and  solids  not  fat.  The  figures  were  : — 


Milk  Fat.  Solids  not  Fat 


1924  ...  3.49 

Previous  11  years  3.66 


8.74 

8.84 


47  of  the  95  genuine  samples,  contained  less  than  3.5  per  cent, 
of  fat,  whilst  10  samples  contained  4.0  pei-  cent  and  over.  36  of  the 
samples  contained  less  than  8.7  per  cent  of  solids  not  fat  and  23  had 
8.9  per  cent,  and  over. 


As  to  seasonal  variation,  the  samples  taken  in  the  fourth  quar<-er 
of  the  year  were  the  richest  in  quality,  both  in  regard  to  milk  fat  anrl 
the  non-fatty  solids— 3.68  per  cent,  and  8.78  per  cent,  respectively.  The 
samples  analysed  in  the  second  quartei-  were  the  poorest  in  milk  fat 
(3.33  per  cent.)  and  those  taken  in  the  first  quarter  gave  the  lowest 
figure  for  solids  not  fat  8.64  per  cent, 
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ADL^LTERATIONS  AND  PROSECUTIONS.  1924. 


DATE. 


OFFENCE. 


Action  Taken  & Result. 


29—7—24 

29—8—24 

29-8-24 


Milk — Deficient  in  Milk  Fat  to  extent 
of  10.00  parts  per  cent. 

Milk— Deficient  in  Milk  Fat  to  extent 
of  14.00  parts  per  cent. 

Milk — Contained  4.35  parts  per  cent, 
of  added  water. 


' 

Dealt  with  by  Heidth 
Committee.  Source  of 
milk,  conditions  of  sale 
inquired  into.  Warned. 

. 


30—12—24 


Milk — ^Contained  4.94  parts  per  cent, 
of  added  water. 


30—12—24 


Milk — Contained  2.59  parts  per  cent, 
of  added  water. 


1 Circumstances  enquired 
[ into.  Vendors  warned. 
I Further  sampling  to  be 
J undertaken. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS, 

1912  and  1917. 


L— Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved. 

100  samples  of  milk  examined — no  preservative  found. 

No  samples  of  cream  were  examined. 

2.  — Cream  Sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

No  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis. 

3.  — Thickening  Substances  in  Cream. 

No  samples  taken. 

Margarine  Act. 

20  samples  of  butter  and  four  of  margarine  were  taken  and  sub- 
mitted for  analysis.  In  addition  420  visits  were  made  to  Provision 
Shops  and  Dairies.  No  serious  infringement  of  the  Act  was  dis- 
covered. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922,  Section  4. 

No  breach  of  the  above  section  was  recorded  in  the  Analysts 
returns — such  as  the  addition  of  colouring  matter,  dried  or  condensed 
milk,  etc.,  to  milk. 

PunLic  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923. 

12  samples  were  taken  and  found  to  be  properly  labelled  and  ip 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulation, 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  RAT  AND  MICE  ACT. 

Two  professional  rat  catchers — one  for  the  Urban  District  and 
one  for  the  Port — continued  to  be  employed,,  and  the  work  through- 
out the  } ear  has  been  continuous. 


The  Newport  Rat  Week. 

The  Newport  Rat  Week  was  held  November  9th  to  I5th,  the 
chief  object  of  the  campaign  this  year,  was  to  bring  to  the  not  ce  of 
the  Public,  their  duties  under  the  Act.  With  this  in  view,  bills  were 
printed  and  displayed  in  all  tramcars,  and  advertisements  were  inserted 
in  the  local  newspaper.  Also  special  pictorial  posters  were  is.su ed 
and  displayed  thrioughout  the  town,  on  prominent  notice  boards  and  in 
certain  shops  where  rat  bait  was  sold.  An  appeal  was  made  to 
chemists,  ironmongers,  seed  merchants,  etc.,  to  display  the  posters  and 
rat  bait  during  the  week.  The  loan  of  a special  film  was  obtained 
from  the  College  of  Pestology  and  shown  free  of  charge  at  two  of 
the  largest  cinemas  in  the  town.  A special  showing  of  the  film  was 
also  given  to  the  members  of  the  local  Rotary  Qub.  Corporation 
properties — refuse  tips,  public  slaughterhouse,  markets  and  parks,  and 
refuse  destructor,  received  special  attention  from  the  official  rat- 
catchers. On  these  properties  298  bodies  of  dead  rats  were  actually 
discovered. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  total  result  of  the  campaign.  The 
enquiries  made  at  the  Health  Department,  as  a result  of  the  publicity, 
were  not  as  numerous  as  was  expected,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that 
the -advertisements  and  the  film  stimulated  the  people  to  some  activity. 


Rats — Newport  Market. 

The  complaints  from  the  market  tenants  of  the  damage  done  by 
rats  have  ceased  since  the  defects  in  the  rain  water  conductors  were 
trapped.  The  rats  used  to'  obtain  admission  from  the  pipes  on  to 
the  tops  of  the  stalls  and  drop  down  into  the  buildings. 


The  pipes  have  been  properly  disconnected  and  trapped  and  stalls 
have  been  protected  by  ^ inch  mesh  wire  netting. 


The  danger  of  contamination  of  the  food  by  sewer  rats  is  a serious 
one,  the  above  action  was  therefore  a very  necessary  one. 


The  remedy  recommended  by  the  health  department 
criticised  at  the  time,  but  it  was  found  effective. 


was 


much 
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The  follovying  tables  give  a summary  of  the  work  done  and  ot 
the  results  achieved. 


URBAN— 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  with 


rats,  and  baited,  etc  ...  ...  ...  105 

Number  of  Poison  Baits  laid  ...  ...  41,000 

Number  of  Rats  killed — 

By  Traps  and  Gins  ...  ...  53 

Rat  Lime  ...  ...  ...  232 

Dogs  and  Ferrets  ...  ...  162 

By  Poisons  (estimated)  ...  3001 

Total  3,44« 


PORT— 


Number  of  Poison  Baits  laid — 97,700. 

Number  of  Rats  killed  (Bodies  recovered).  WTiere  killed 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Brown 

...  1648 

399 

5647 

On  ships  .. 

. 946 

Black 

..  270 

666 

936 

On  shore  .. 

. 5637 

Totals 

..  1918 

4665 

6583 

6583 

— 

TOTAL  RATS  DESTROYED— 

3448 
6583 


Urb.\n 

Port 


10,031 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


New  Houses. 

The  following  table  affords  information  respecting  the  number  of 

new  houses  erected  since  1895  . 

Number  of  Plans 
passed  (less  20% 


for 


houses 

erected) 


not 


Inhabitants 
per  house 


Yearly- 

Average. 


1895—1899  ... 

2222 

— 

1900—1904  ... 

1703 

5.7 

1905—1909  ... 

1622 

— 

1910—1914  ... 

936 

5.64 

1914—1918  ... 

166 

6 (1918) 

Houses  Erected  and  Occupied  (to  June  30th) 

Private 

Enterprize 

Corporation 

Total 

1919 

-- 

— 

1920 

8 

— 

0 

1921 

21 

102 

123 

1922 

25 

176 

201 

1923 

56 

150 

206 

1924 

83 

137* 

220 

1925 

17 

323t 

340 

(June  30) 

341 

324 

187 

53 


Void. 


590  (1901) 

584  (19U) 
Nil  (1918) 


Struck  off 
Rate 
Book 


4 

0 

3 

6 

1 


Net 

Total 


8 

119 

201 

203 

214 

339 


* Including  57  Subsidy  Houses. 

t Including  315  Subsidy  Houses,  not  including  38  Subsidy  Houses 
erected  outside  the  borough  for  Newport  Residents. 

From  the  end  of  1918  to  June  30th,  1925,  1,198  new  houses  have 
been  erected  within  the  borough,  whilst  14  have  been  struck  off  the 
rate  books.  On  the  basis  of  an  average  of  5.5  persons  per  hope  in 
the  new  houses,  they  provided  accommodation  for  5,962  inhabitants, 
whilst  the  estimated  increase  in  the  population  during  that  period  was 
approximately  7,500,  but  during  the  last  two  years,  the  number  of 
houses  erected  have  more  than  provided  for  the  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation during  that  period. 

In  previous  reports,  including  pre-war  ones,  attention  ha.s.  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  our  housing  schemes  do  not  provide  for  those 
workers  in  receipt  of  small  wages.  The  small  wage  earner,  with  a 
large  family,  is  undoubtedly  the  worst  sufferer  in  this  respect. 

Many  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  have  attempted  to  solve  this  defect 
in  our  housing  schemes  by  erecting  “shanties”  and  tpts,  and  by 
occupying  improvised  vans  in  agricultural  fields,  and  this  cannot  be 
prevented  unless  the  authorities  arc  prepared  to  provide  wooden  huts, 
etc.,  for  the  more  or  less  temporary  accommodation  of  such  people. 
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The  Housing  problem  is  closely  associated  with  the  financial 
condition  of  the  inhabitants.  At  the  end  of  1924,  there  were  2,972 
unemployed  persons  on  the  local  register,  compared  with  2,482  at  the 
end  of  1923,  whilst  the  cost  of  living  index  figure  at  the  end  of  1923 
and  1924  was  77  and  81  respectively. 

Census  Figures. 

In  my  report  for  1923,  particulars  are  given  of  overcrowding 
conditions  revealed  by  the  census  of  1921.  It  was  mentioned  that 
there  were  4,673  families  at  the  time  when  that  census  was  taken, 
•who  came  under  the  category  of  “two  room”  or  less  per  family,  and 
that  there  was  an  average  of  1.34  families  per  house  in  the  town. 


The  Census  return  showed  that  303  colliery  employees  and  their 
families  were  living  in  Newport,  owing  presumably  to  the  lack  of 
housing  accommodation  in  the  neighbouring  colliery  districts. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT,  ETC. 

Work  Done  During  1924. 

I.  House  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  enquiries 
Systematic  Inspection  enquiries 
Private  Houses  enquiries 
Vans  and  Tents,  re  Rats,  &c. 

Registered  Premises  which  were  also 
Dwelling  Houses 

Inspection  re  Cleanliness 
Inspection  re  Flushing  Cisterns 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations, 
1910:  — 

Systematic  and  others  ...  2607 

(3)  Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  in  a stale  so  dangerous  oi 
injurious  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  76. 


1480 
j 2607 
478 

2063 

2584 

1271 

10,483 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  [exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-heading  (3)]  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit — 1,179. 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  witfiout  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  O'f  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  L.A.  or  their  Officers — 1.179. 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — Nil. 

In  all  cases  informal  notices  were  served  and  the  requirements 
were  complied  with  without  recourse  to  statutory  action.  A total  of 
14,140  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  above 
work.  1,123  houses  with  an  estimated  population  of  6,900  persons 
were  on  the  Supervision  List  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  accommodation  for  the  tenants  occupying 
the  76  houses  unfit  for  habitation  made  it  impossible  to  obtain  closing 
orders.  There  are  65  huts,  vans,  and  tents  in  occupation  in  addition 
to  the  above. 


Flushing  Cisterns.— A07  flushing  cisterns  were  fixed  on  old  prop- 
erties during  the  year.  This  work  entailed  a total  of  1,745  visits  ami 
re-visits.  Very  material  progress  has  been  made  in  dealing  with  the 
provision  of  flushing  cisterns  througout  the  town.  3.399  houses  have 
been  provided  with  such  cisterns  since  1910. 


Houses  Systematically  Inspected 
Houses  dealt  with  by  Committee 
Houses  Closed  ... 

Houses  Repaired 

No.  of  Visits  for  Supervision  of  Work 
/ft  Cleanliness — 

No.  of  Houses  put  on  Supervision  List 
No.  of  Visits  and  Re-visits  ... 

No.  of  Notices  Verbal  and  Written 


1903 

to 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

4035 

763 

858 

2420 

1261 

1485 

1188 

3535 

51 

1925 

463 

465 

857 

1333 

1195 

855 

39439 

1061 

1029 

1820 

3385 

3956 

2050 

550 

1 

75 

162 

205 

92 

. . 

1499 

1386 

656 

2878 

2746 

2465 

311 

145 

495 

466 

261 

250 

1924 


2607 

4 

1179 

307'! 


38 

4312 

323 


♦ f above  table  that  special  attention  was  paid 

to  this  department  of  the  work  during  1924,  as  the  total  inspections 
made  were  greatly  in  excess  of  the  numbers  made  during  previous 

yeais.  It  necessarily  follows  that  less  inspections  were  possible  in 
respect  to  other  matters.  pusaoie  in 
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Meat  Inspection. 

53,597  lbs — approximately  24  tons  of  meat,  fish  and  tinned  foods, 
etc.,  were  condemned  and  surrendered  during  the  year.  3/5th  of 
this  total  was  condemned  at  the  Public  Slaughter  House  and  1 /5th  at 
the  provision  market.  Over  five  tons  of  Tuberculous  meat  wns  con- 
demned, and  nearly  eight  tons  of  the  condemned  food  was  decomposed 
— the  larger  portion  of  this  consisted  of  consignments  of  fish  unfit 
for  food. 


A large  proportion  of  carcases  were  affected  by  “fluke”  during 
1924  and  2^  tons  of  meat  had  to  be  condemned  owing  to  the  pre- 
valence of  this  disease,  especially  among  sheep.  A number  of 
“screw”  animals  were  purchased  by  two  or  three  butchers  and  sent 
to  the  Public  Slaughter  House,  this  lead  to  the  condemnation  of  over 
three  tons  of  “emaciated”  meat. 


Public  Slaughter  House. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  there  in  1924  was  35,592 
including  3,569  beasts,  2,595  calves,  12,361  pigs,  5,870  sheep  and  11,197 
lambs,  compared  with  a total  of  26,826  animals  during  1913 — a typical 
pre-war  year. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Bye-laws  exist  for  the  Regulation  of  these  premises.  The  con- 
ditions of  overcrowding  which  exist  in  the  town  have  seriously  inter- 
fered with  their  proper  control  310  inspections  were  made  to 
Registered  Sub-let  Houses  (of  which  there  -were  48)  and  9 notices  were 
served  to  remedy  defects,  etc. 


Scavenging — Moveable  tins  are  in  general  use,  but  unfortunately 
a large  propo-rtion  of  them  are  improvised  from  wooden  boxes  etc  , 
and  they  are  coverless  and  therefore  very  unsatisfactory,  especially 
during  wet  weather,  as  the  contents  become  very  wet  and  offensive.  The 
Nuisance  Bye-Laws,  numbers  4 to  8,  require  revision.  The  Refuse 
is  disposed  of  at  the  Corporation  Destructor  and  on  Refuse  tips — the 
latter  require  attention  as  they  are  the  cause  of  frequent  complaints. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  and  Outworkers  premises  : — 

1.— INSPECTIONS  AND  SUMMARY. 


Premises 

No.  on  Register 

No.  of 

Inspections 

No.  of  Re-visits 

(for  supervision 

of  work) 

No.  of  Nuisances 

discovered 

No.  of  Notices 

Served 

Factories 

140 

55 

19 

4 

3 

Workshops  (including  Bakehouses)  ... 

840 

3512 

268 

89 

79 

Outworkers  Premises 

82 

110 

23 

4 

3 

Totals 

1062 

3677 

310 

97 

85 

There  were  34  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  on  registered 
premises  in  1924. 

Meteorological  Data. 

Sunshine  maximum  and  minimum  shade  temperatures,  and  rain- 
fall records  are  taken  daily  at  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital.  Barometric 
readings,  and  1-foot  and  4-feet  earth  temperatures  are  taken  daily  at 
the  Health  Department  and  Water  Works  yard  respectively. 


The  rain  fall  in  1924  was  58.32  compared  with  an  average  of 
40.23  inches  for  the  previous  five  years  and  the  hours  of  bright  sun- 
shine during  the  year  were  1464.5  compared  with  an  average  of  1623.5 
hours  during  the  years  1919-23. 


There  were  four  weeks  during  the  last  quarter,  with  over  three 
inches  of  rain  per  week,  during  the  week  ending  January  3rd,  1925, 
4.32  inches,  were  recorded — the  total  for  the  last  quarter  was  over  21 
inches,  which  amounted  to  over  half  the  total  rainfall  for  an  average 
year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections,  etc.,  made  by 
Senior  Inspector  Spencer  E.  Jones,  the  Assistant  Inspectors  and  Health 
Vi.sitors,  during  1924  to  registered  premises,  9332;  Inspections, 
re  meat,  food,  etc.,  11,885;  re  Infectious  Diseases,  birth  enquiries 
private  houses,  etc.,  25,168;  making  a grand  total  of  46,385, 
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It  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  again  that  the  work  performed 
by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  has  been  both  conscientious  and 
thorough,  and  that  it  has  been  carried  out  with  very  little  friction,  'n 
spite  of  the  amount  of  work  which  had  to  be  done  by  owners,  often 
involving  very  considerable  expenditure  of  money. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HOWARD  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


% 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1924. 

556  complaints  were  received  and  attended  to  as  against  591  last 
year  Many  of  these  complaints  continue  to  be  made  in  connection 
with'  the  Rents  Restriction  Act.  Again  a large  proportion  of  these 
complainants  (tenants)  were  found  to  be  considerably  in  arrears  with 
the  rent,  consequently  there  was,  naturally,  difficulty  and  delay  m 
getting  repairs  done.  The  action  taken  by  the  Department  was  thus 
of  assistance  to  both  tenants  and  owners.  In  only  one  instance  was 
it  found  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  Magistrates  to  get  the  necessaiy 
repairs  done. 

Supervision  of  New  and  Repaired  Property. 

The  number  ai  houses  on  the  list  is  1,123.  The  number  of 
houses  put  on  during  the  year  was  38,  all  of  them  new  houses  built 
under  the  Corporation  Scheme.  The  primaiy  inspections  numbered 
2,584.  On  2,139  inspections  the  houses  were  found  satisfactory. 
A certain  nuimber  of  houses  had  minor  faults,  due  to  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  tenants,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  caution  them. 
In  61  cases  written  notices,  were  served  on  dirty  tenants  and  sub- 
tenants, in  addition  to  294  verbal  notices.  490  re-visits  were  made 
to  see  that  the  notices  were  complied  with.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
take  proceedings,  the  notice  being  fully  and  quickly  complied  with. 
There  was  a decided  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  these 
houses  compared  with  previous  years. 

Flushing  Cisterns  for  Water  Closets. 

Under  Section  126  of  the  Newport  Corporation  Act,  1889,  1,271 
houses  were  inspected.  797  of  these  houses  had  w.c  flushes; -417 
were  without  any  flushing  apparatus,  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners,  and  in  addition,  57  notices  for  other  premises,  where  flushing 
cisterns  were  found  to  be  absent,  as  a result  407  flushes,  etc.,  were  fixed 
during  the  year. 

Stables. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  stables  was  1,775.  Owing  to  the 
rapid  increase  of  motor  vehicles,  the  number  of  horses  is  rapidly 
diminishing.  During  the  fly  season,  the  271  stables  in  the  Borough 
were  sprayed  with  disinfectants  at  frequent  intervals  to  kill  flies  and 
prevent  them  breeding,  11  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  for 
accumulation  of  manure. 
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Factory  and  Workshops,  etc..  Acts. 


The  duties  under  the  above  Acts  have  been  thoroughly  carried 
out.  There  were  1,058  premises  on  the  Register.  Inspections,  3,677 ; 
nuisances  dealt  with,  97 ; notices  seiwed,  85 ; and  re-visits  in  order  to 
see  the  nuisances  abated,  313.  Whenever  cleansing  or  lime 
washing  was  necessary  and  brought  to  the  notices  of  the  occupiers 
it  was  promptly  attended  to.  The  domestic  workshop  and  home- 
work premises  have  been  frequently  visited  to  see  that  the  work  is 
.not  carried  on  under  insanitary  conditions  and  that  there  is  no 
infectious  disease  on  the  premises.  With  regard  to  the  ten  complaints 
received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Nuisances,  etc.,  dis- 
covered by  him  in  the  course  of  his  inspection,  these  were  immediately 
inquired  into;  if  the  nuisances,  etc.,  had  not  been  abated  a notice  was 
at  once  served. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  12  within  the  Borough,  one  less  than  last  year.  700 
inspections  were  made  of  them.  Of  the  5 nuisances  discovered, 
only  1 was  due  to  want  of  cleanliness ; on  the  whole  they  were  well 
kept,  and  no  breach  of  the  Regulations  was  discovered  that  would 
justify  court  proceedings.  2 cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  of  Pneumonia, 
and  one  of  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  these  premises. 


Sub-Let  Houses  {or  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings'). 

The  Bye-Laws  have  been  applied  only  to  those  houses  which 
require  special  supervision  (48).  Considerable  trouble  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  preventing  overcrowding  owing  to  the  shortness  of 
accommodation  in  the  Borough.  The  sub-tenants  of  these  particular 
houses  haye  little  respect  for  or  sense  of  morality,  or  idea  of  personal 
cleanliness.  To  keep  these  houses  up  to  Registration  Standard,  daily 
visits  are  needed  with  frequent  night  inspections.  But  this  is  quite 
impossible  with  the  present  staff.  249  inspections  were  made.  10 
of  the  12  nuisances  discovered  were  due  to  the  want  of  cleanliness. 


Seamen's  Lodging  Houses. 

37  of  these  premises  were  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One 
less  than  last  year.  The  inspections  numbered  641.  11  nuisances 

were  discovered;  these  were  promptly  remedied  on  service  of  informal 
notice.  Before  licensing  any  applicant  satisfactory,  police  reports 
must  be  forthcoming.  1 case  of  Tuberculosis,  occurred,  in  one  of 
Houses  during  the  year. 
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Food  Inspection. 

The  work  of  Food  Inspection  assumes  more  and  more  importance 
anti  involves  a considerable  amount  of  time  of  the  staff.  No  less  Aan 
11,885  visits  were  made  during  1924.  The  Provision  Market,  Fish 
Stores,  Railway  Station,  etc.,  are  inspected  every  morning  tefore  9.0 
a.m.,  and  every  Satui'day  night  from  6.0  to  8.30  an  inspector  is  on 
tluty,  more  particularly  at  the  Market.  The  early  morning  inspections 
prevent  a large  quantity  of  stale  meat  and,  especially,  fish  from  being 
sold  to  street  hawkers. 

Suspicious  carcases  of  animals  from  the  country  are  now  invari- 
ably submitted  for  inspection ; whenever  it  is  possible  they  are  brought 
in  and  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse.  Not  a single 
instance  was  known  during  the  year  of  a carcase  of  meat  having  been 
taken  directly  to  a butcher’s  shop  and  offered  for  sale  before  sub- 
mission for  inspection. 

Much  meat  and  fish  have  been  dealt  with  at  the  Railway  Station 
and  Goods  Dept.,  and  the  officials  there  have  given  every  assistance 
It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  meat  in  course  of  transit  to  the 
Valleys  is  now  much  better  handled  and  protected  than  it  was  formerly. 

The  Cold  Stores  have  been  inspected  weekly.  These  are  now 
quite  up-to-date  and  have  been  well  kept  and  m good  condition. 

There  are  seven  wholesale.  Meat  Stoa'es  (all  in  Shaftesbury 
Street).  They  act  as  distributing  centres  for  all  parts  of  Monmouth- 
shire, as  well  as  Newport.  They  are  all  well  constructed  and  sanitary. 
Almost  every  day  they  receive  a fresh  supply  of  meat,  either  from 
the  Cold  Stores  or-  by  rail.  The  meat  is  well  protected  with  two 
coverings  on  arrival,  and  it  is  sent  out  in  the  same  -way.  The  premises 
are  inspected  daily.  Occasionally  meat  had  to  be  dealt  with,  usually 
because  of  bone  taint  which  meant  condemning  but  small  portions  of 
the  quarters. 


Tuberculous  Disease. — 11,897  lbs.  of  meat  were  condemned  on 
account  of  Tuberculosis,  11,598  lbs  of  this  was  beef  and  veal. 


Private  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  three  at  Maindee.  They  have  received  801  visits.  At 
ivvo  of  them  a few  sheep  are  slaughtered  each  week  during  the  year; 
but  no  cattle,  while  in  the  other  slaughterhouse  about  a dozen  pigs  are 
slaughtered  weekly.  All  the  carcases  were  examined  and  found 
to  he  healthy.  The  premi.ses  were  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 
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Bakehouses. 

The  number  on  the  register,  71  within  the  Borough;  Inspections, 
619  during  the  year.  The  number  of  nuisances  discovered  in  the 
course  of  inspection  was  49  for  which  44  notices  were  served ; 108 
re-visits  were  paid  in  order  to  get  the  notices  complied  with — most 
of  the  nuisances  were  dirty  Bakehouses — the  need  for  lime-washing; 
nearly  all  of  these  premises  are  of  modern  construction  and  on  the 
whole  are  kept  in  a fairly  good  sanitary  condition. 

Cow  Sheds  (12)  ; Milkshops  (106)  ; Dairies  (2). 

The  120  premises  on  the  register  have  been  inspected  1,746  times 
during  the  year.  19  nuisances  or  breaches  of  the  Regulations  were 
discovered  in  the  course  of  inspection,  12  notices  were  served,  re-visits 
33,  all  of  which  were  abated.  The  conditions  undei'  which  milk  is 
stored  and  sold  are  improving  considerably;  but  further  improve- 
ments are  still  necessary  especially  in  the  general  shops;  the  vendors 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  Town  are  very  necessary  as  they  supply  a 
public  need,  and  to  remove  them  from  the  Register  would  incon- 
venience the  public,  but  they  require  strict  supervision.  The  sale 
O'f  milk  in  bottles  is  becoming  more  general ; but  the  system  is  open 
to  abuse  and  some  retailers  have  to  be  closely  supervised  to  prevent 
bottling  in  the  streets. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SPENCER  E.  JONES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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CENSUS 


STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  THE  VARIOUS  WARDS  REVISED  TO  JUNE,  1924, 


Census  1921 

June  30tl 

i,  1924 

Wards 

Area 

in 

Acres 

No.  of  Persons 

Estimated  No.  of  Houses 

Average  No. 
of  Persons 

Estimated 
Increase  or 

Estimated  Population 

No.  of 
•Houses 

New 
Houses 
since  ' 
Censuj^ 

Estimated  No.  of  Houses 
in  Borough 

Average  No. 
of  Persons 

Density 

(persons 

per 

acre) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Inha- 

bited 

Void 

Total 

per 

Inhabited 

House 

Decrease  in 
Population 
since  Census 

Male 

Female 

Total 

••  Built 
in  12 
months 

Inha- 

bited 

Void 

Total 

per 

Dwelling 

House 

Crindau 

277 

4869 

4747 

9016 

1599 

1599 

6-01 

87 

4914 

4789 

9703 

...  i 

1.596 

3 

1599 

6*06 

35-03 

C aerau 

502 

4530 

5171 

9701 

1821 

6 

1827 

6-3 

431 

4732 

5400 

10132 

36—2 

73—21 

1891 

7 

1898 

5-34 

20T8 

St.  Woolos 

244 

3520 

4341 

7861 

1476 

7 

1483 

5-3 

-43 

3500 

4318 

7818 

10 

12 

1487 

8 

1495 

5*23 

32-04 

Tredegar  . . . 

79 

4087 

3985 

8072 

1106 

1106 

7-3 

48 

4112 

4008 

8120 

2 f 

1107 

1 

1108 

7-33 

102-79 

Alexandra . . . 

1251 

6288 

5041 

113291 

1337 

3 

1340 

7-9 

137 

6365  ■ 

5101 

11466 

2 

4 

1342 

2 

1344 

7*99 

9*  16 

Central 

194 

4226 

3775 

80011 

1044 

1044 

7-6 

42 

4249 

3794 

8043 

1039 

2 

1041 

7-65 

41-46 

St.  Julians... 

421 

5053 

5315 

10368 

2041 

2041 

3-08 

356 

5227 

5497 

10724 

27—4 

93—11 

2125 

5 

2130 

5-03 

25-47 

Maindee 

273 

3721 

3925 

7646 

1497 

5 

1502 

5-1 

14 

3727 

3933 

7660 

12 

14 

1510 

6 

1516 

5*05 

28’()6 

Victoria 

17.5 

4605 

4654 

93191 

1599 

1 

1600 

5‘8 

68 

4699 

4688 

9387 

2 

10 

1607 

3 

1610 

5-83 

53 -61 

Lliswerry  ... 

1604 

5927 

5860 

117871 

1894 

10 

1904 

6-2 

1887 

6876 

6798 

13674 

131g 

1191 

2320 

3 

2323 

5*88 

8 -52 

Whole 
Borough  . . . 

5020* 

46886 

46814 

93700+ 

15414 

32 

15446 

.6 -02  11. 

3027 

48401 

48326 

00727 

220 

—6 

627 

—9 

16024 

40 

lOOG-l 

6 -07  11 

10-26 

214S 

618t 

Includes  589  acres  covered  by  waterl 


[;  Includes  Shipping  Population.  Total  828.  § Includes  80  Houses  built  under  Coi'porafcidn  Scheme  and  [in  Total]  57  Subsidy  Houses, 

t I]|icludes  [in  Total]  406  Houses  built  under  Corporation  Scheme.  1!  Shipping  Population  excluded. 


TABLE  2 


Cause  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1924. 


Deaths  of  Residents  at  All  Ages 

0 

0 

Non-Residents 

Dkxths 

IN  Whole  Disthict 

TOTi 

TN  KACH  OF  THE  TEN  WAUDS 

In 

Public  Institutions 

(excluded  from  Tabic) 

WITHIN  THE 

B(JROyQH 

OUTSIDE'  THE  BOROUGH 

Public  Places 

Outside 

Borough 

0 0 

0; 

a.  r.i 

OAI  SKS  OF  OKATU 

All  Ages 

Under  1 yr. 

1 year  and 

under  2 

2 and 

under  5 

5 and 

under  15 

lo  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  45 

4o  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Criudau 

a 

c3 

o 

St.  Woolos 

Tredegar 

Alexandra 

Central 

St.  Julians 

1 

Maindee 

Victoria 

Lliswerry 

Unknown 

Alltyryn 

Hospital 

Royal  Gwent 

Hospital 

Wooloston 

House 

Beechwood 

Hospital 

Workhouses 

Asylums 

General 

Hospitals 

Special 

Hospitals 

TOTAL 

Non-Institui 

Deaths  be; 

District 

Death  Rate 

per  aiinun 

Alltyryn 

Hospital 

Royal  Gwen' 

Hospital 

0 

.2  ^ 

0 ^ 

Beechwood 

Hospital 

Public 

Works 

and  Place; 

On 

Board 

Shi] 

Private 

Houses  & 

Institution; 

TOTAL 

Small  Pox 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

.083 

Measles 

8 

1 

i 

1 

.010 

Sou-let  Fever 

1 

2 

2 

.031 

1 

Whoopiiij?  Cough 

Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup 

1 Typhus 

Fever-!  Enteric 

3 

1 

2 

1 

i 

i 

3 

3 

!o41 

1 

1 

4 

other  Continued 
Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

Cholera 

41 

1 

2 

3 

6 

13 

16 

5 

6 

4 

6 

~2 

~5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

’7 

7 

.424 

1 

.2 

3 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 

.072 

years  of  age) 

2 

6 

1 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhcea  (2  years 

3 

1 

.031 

and  over) 

i 

2 

2 

.031 

i 

i 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

1 

.010 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.021 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

i 

i 

"2 

3 

.041 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

4 

2 

15 

1 

3 

1 

1 

.031 

i 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

Phthisis 

3 

100 

1 

7 

1 

22 

54 

1 

6 

5 

ii 

18 

16 

11 

11 

13 

1 

1 

5 

4 

14 

30 

1.034 

.021 

2 

16 

18 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Enteritis,  Peritonitis, 
etc. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

9 

1 

'i 

*2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

5 

7 

i 

i 

1 

2 

i 

1 

i 

11 

4 

1 

1 

”2 

i 

6 

1 

1 

I 

2 

1 

1 

i 

.041 

.093 

.021 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

1U8 

76 

11 

6 

2 

i 

"i 

9 

1 

1 

54 

16 

45 

39 

6 

13 

13 

4 

11 

6 

4 

13 

16 

12 

16 

7 

14 

6 

ii 

4 

i 

15 

8 

21 

8 

1 

1 

1.116 

.786 

.476 

4 

2 

7 

6 

13 

6 

2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

46 

17 

12 

4 

4 

2 

3 

4 

6 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

3 

0 

8 

.269 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

26 

2 

2 

2 

4 

6 

8 

1 

7 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratorj- 

8 

12 

4 

.248 

1 

1 

Organs 

24 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

b 

2 

3 

i 

2 

1 

3 

8 

1 

.114 

3 

1 

4 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

11 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

8 

.010 

Alcoholism 

1 

1 

' 2 

i 

2 

.052 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

5 

1 

4 

io 

1 

3 

1 

i 

1 

1 

10 

.248 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

24 

4 

10 

i 

i 

3 

6 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

5 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 

8 

3 

2 

1 

3 

.393 

1 

3 

4 

mation,  etc. 

3t 

34 

2 

i’ 

1 

7 

2 

3 

5 

3 

.465 

i 

1 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Preg- 

45 

45 

4 

2 

3 

1 

8 

4 

8 

4 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

nancy  and  Parturition 

14 

6 

io 

13 

•26 

28 

4 

1.427 

1 

9 

1 

2 

2 

15 

Heart  Diseases 

138 

2 

4 

18 

41 

73 

16 

21 

6 

9 

22 

17 

4 

3 

5 

... 

12 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding 

9 

1 

1 

10 

3 

4 

.351 

11 

1 

Suicides) 

34 

1 

2 

1 

5 

12 

10 

3 

1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

2 

6 

3 

1 

7 

1 

.093 

1 

i 

2 

Suicides 

s 

... 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.093 

;;; 

3 

3 

Meningitis 

s 

... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

i 

1 

Occupational  Poisoning 

1 

.010 

Carbon  Monoxide  Poisoning 

1 

... 

1 ■■■ 

1 

"l 

1 

.010 

41 

Anffisthesia 

■ 

1 

1 ... 

... 

44 

1 

32 

18 

1 

i "1 

72 

1 

4 

3.040 

18 

16 

7 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

294 

28 

4 

2 

1 ^ 

6 

21 

64 

'164 

28 

43 

18 

22 

26 

32 

31 

22 

26 

2 

18 

2 

.021 

1 

1 

Diseases  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

i - 

1 

... 

1 

1 ... 

2 

... 

1 

1 - 

- 

1 

1 .1 

All  Causes  ... 

108£ 

»151 

! 

24 

1 

50 

154 

261 

|374 

[ll2 

|109 

65 

90 

136 

143 

111 

1 

119 

110 

1 

1 “ 

08 

110 

5 

4 

31 

4 

i 

243 

6 

13 

11.2.50 

2 

1 

51 

17 

1 

1 ' 

19 

143 

Inquests 

10] 

L 10 

1 1 

2 

4 

7 

1 22 

36 

19 

1 ® 

1 6 

10 

4 

17 

18 

7 

1 7 

13 

9 

1 

11 

7 

2 

3 1 ... 

23 

6 

1 

9.2% 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 23 

Uncertified 

I- 

1 ... 

TABLE  3 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during^  1924,  and  previous  years. 


Net  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District 

cr. 

V 

U 

< 

< 

Kate 

13 

14.01 

11.90 

12.88 

12.41 

11.07 

12.58 

10.68 

o 

'M 

Ci 

CO 

o 

No. 

12 

1163 

1100 

1124 

1126 

1037 

1194 

1020 

Under  i year 
ot  age 

Kale  per 
1000  Net. 
births 
11 

101.4 

73.9 

80.0 

77.3 

82.5 

63.7 

64.7 

No. 

10 

204 

166 

161 

203 

195 

134 

136 

151 

Transferable 

Deaths 

Oll^  u; 

5od 

siuepisaH  JO 

138 

87 

165 

86 

71 

60 

55 

CO 

■40|jqKTG 

U\ 

p9I-»qsiSi»a  ^ 

siaapisag 

-MOKJO 

87 

136 

91 

137 

146 

153 

153 

143 

Total  Death’'^ 
Registered 
in  the 
District 

Rate 

: 7 

13.37 

12.43 

12.03 

12.97 

11.87 

13.. 56 

11.71 

1 

11.98 

o <o 

j 

1101 

1149 

1050 

1177 

1112 

1287 

1118 

C5 

iO 

1-^ 

rH 

Births 

4^ 

(D 

Rate 

5 

22.60 

24.06 

22.12 

28.93 

25.21 

22.18 

22.01 

lO 

(^a 

No. 

4 

2013 

2241 

2011 

2625 

2362 

2104 

2102 

2083 

■ON 

)ac(ooxioo  ^ 

-on 

2011 

2257 

1998 

2642 

2382 

2136 

2130 

2120 

Population 
Estimated  to 
middle  of 
each  year 

2 

1 82,335* 

1 89,080t 
[ 92,409* 

1 93,1371 
87,251* 

i 90,890t 
90,728 

93,700 

94,880 

95,490 

1924  ! 96,727 

1 

YEAR 

1 

5 Years’ 
Average  • 
1914-1918 

5 Years’ 
Average 
1919-1923 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Civil  population  for  Death  Rates.  t Population  for  Birth  rales. 


TABLE  4. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1924. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 Week  | 

1-2  Weeks  | 

2-3  Weeks  | 

o 

fc! 

CO 

Total  under  4 Wk’s  | 

1 to  3 Months  | 

3-6  Months  | 

6-9  Months  | 

9-12  Months  | 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year 

Certified 

47 

10 

8 

8 

73 

22 

19 

14 

13 

141 

All  Causes  Uncertified  ... 

Inquests 

6 

1 

... 

6 

1 

2 

1 

10 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . . 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Tub.  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tub. 

Other  Tub.  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (Not  T.B.) ... 

Convulsions 

3 

2 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Laryngitis 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

6 

1 

2 

11 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . . . 

2 

3 

3 

6 

19 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Enteritis... 

2 

2 

4 

Gastritis  ... 

1 

1 

Syphilis  ... 

Other  Ven.  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying . . . 

In i very  at  Birth  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Congen.  Malformation... 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

13 

Premature  Birth 

36 

1 

5 

3 

45 

45 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

Mara.smus 

0 

4 

1 

.1 

11 

6 

3 

1 

21 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

1 

1 

Anajsthesia 

1 

1 

Other  Cau-ses 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

13 

Totals  

53 

11 

8 

8 

80 

23 

21 

13 

14 

151 

Nett  Births  registered  during  the  calendar  year:  legitimate  2040,  illegitimate  42. 
Nett  Deaths  registered  during  the  calendar  year:  legitimate  14t^,  illegitimate  3. 
Infant  Death  Rate:  legitimate  72.5,  illegitinuitc  69.S.  Total  72.4. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  Ages  : 1089.  Population,  96,727. 


